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HO – HO – HO,
HOPPY HOLIDAYS!!
By Jamie Langlie & Alan Hew
Co-Fearless Leaders

December Meeting – Holiday Party
Winter Warmer Competition
Arlington, VA
Wednesday, 17 December, 2008
6:00-9:00 PM

The year has sped by, and it’s hard to believe that
it’s time again for our annual BURP holiday party
and election bash – always a celebration filled with
bonhomie, good eats, and great beer. We’re
looking forward to seeing as many of you as
possible at the Lyon Park Community Center on the
17th!
Real Ale Fest

January Meeting
IPA Competition
Gaithersburg, MD
Saturday, 24 January, 2009
1:00-6:00 PM

February Meeting
Porter Competition
TBD, VA
Saturday, TBD February, 2009
1:00-6:00 PM

Real Ale 2008 was another smash hit!
Congratulations to our new brewer/member Mitch
Pilchuk on the marvelous coup of his first place
Real Ale win for his Scottish Export 80! It was fun
to see him floating through the day with a happy,
dazed smile on his face. We hope to see many
more winning brews in the future, Mitch. Also,
kudos to Dave and Becky Pyle (2nd place for
Ordinary Bitter), Phil Sides (3rd place for Brown
Porter), and Ty Ming and Pat Macy (Cellarman’s
Award for their Mild). Thanks, too, for all of those
who entered ales this year and made for such a
pleasant afternoon of quaffing for the rest of us.
A special tip o’ the hat to organizers Tom Cannon,
Andy Anderson, and Bill Ridgely, together with
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the judges, stewards, and beer engine contributors,
who made the event such a success. Bob Kepler
documented the Fest with a bunch of super photos
that can be viewed off the BURP website.
(Especially worthwhile are the “balancing beer on
head” pics from the end of the night – we thinks
there’s a tradition in the making here.) Thanks
also to Christine Johnbrier and Jude Wang for
steadfastly womaning the membership/sales table
through much of the meeting.
And now, the biggest THANKS of all to Wendy
and Bill for generously opening their wonderful
home to the muddy BURP masses. Merci, danke,
gracias, spasibo, domo arigato, tusen takk -- we
can hardly thank you enough. We want to
reassure all of you who expressed concern about
the muddy mess and making it right for our hosts,
there was no question that the Club would pick up
the cost, and we’ve reimbursed them for the
expense.
BURP Elections – Please VOTE
The election for our 2009 BURP officers is now
underway on-line, with paper balloting to be
available at the December meeting. Thanks to
Election Commissioners Dona and Woody Lee for
managing the process.
Please take time to read the candidates’ statements
in this issue and cast your ballot. BURP is fortunate
to have so many capable folks stepping up to the
plate to help keep the Club running smoothly.
BURP runs on volunteer energy, much of it
expended behind the scenes. We’re grateful to
everyone who contributes, no matter how big or
how small.
Great Holiday Gifts Æ BURP Hats and Polo
Shirts
BURP’s new hats would make great holiday gifts for
friends and family. Hats are available in two
different styles and cost $13.50. We’ll have some
available at the December meeting, so bring cash
so you don’t miss out on this great opportunity.
We also have about a dozen wonderful BURP polo
shirts still available in mostly larger sizes. If you

are interested in purchasing one, please
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contact Jamie, and she’ll bring it to the
holiday party.

From the Ministry of Culture
By Wendy Schmidt and Bruce Bennett
Co-Ministers of Culture

The purpose of BURP monthly competitions is to
further the art and science of homebrewing by
providing thoughtful feedback to Club brewers and
by developing a cadre of well-qualified, educated
judges.
The November competition was of course the real
ale competition and what a competition it was.
First place with a Scottish Export 80 Shilling,
that went to Mitch Pilchuk; second place with an
Ordinary Bitter went to Dave & Becky Pyle; and
third place with a Brown Porter went to Phil Sides.
The Cellarman’s Choice trophy went to Ty Ming &
Pat Macy for their Mild.
Brewer of the Year (BoTY)
With the Real Ale competition as the final
competition in 2008 counting towards Brewer of
the Year, the results can now become official. Mel
Thompson, for the third year in a row, is the
BURP Brewer of the Year with a total of 40 points.
Second Place is awarded to Ed Bielaus who
shared BoTY honors with Mel last year. Ed ended
up with 21 points. Third place which was the most
competitive spot this year went to Mike McGuire
with 14 points. Cheers to all those who competed
in all the competitions this year.
December 2008 Monthly Competition:
Popular Vote – Winter Warmers
The last competition in 2008, the December
monthly competition, will be a popular vote contest
for Winter Warmers. Winter Warmers should be
hearty, well balanced and have legs, but most of
all, be good beers. This competition is open to
kegs, growlers, bottles, etc. and will not count
towards BoTY points. Beer Advocate
(http://beeradvocate.com/beer/style/47) describes
winter warmers as “…Big malt presence, both in
flavor and body. The color ranges from brownish
reds to nearly pitch black. Hop bitterness is
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generally low, leveled and balanced, but hop
character can be pronounced. Alcohol warmth is
not uncommon. Many English versions contain no
spices, though some brewers of spiced winter
seasonal ales will slap ‘Winter Warmer’ on the
label. Those that are spiced, tend to follow the
"wassail" tradition of blending robust ales with
mixed spices, before hops became the chief "spice"
in beer. American varieties many have a larger
presence of hops both in bitterness and flavor.”
For more information on winter warmers, try the
following websites:
http://www.allaboutbeer.com/homebrew/warmer.h
tml - Ray Daniels article on Winter Warmers with a
few recipes.
http://www.sallysplace.com/beverages/beer/winter-warmers.htm This article discusses some commercially available
winter warmers though it is a bit dated.
http://byo.com/stories/beerstyles/article/indices/11-beer-styles/1478-takeheart-with-winter-warmers - This is an older Brew
Your Own article that still provides good
information and recipes on brewing winter
warmers.
Upcoming Monthly Competitions
By tradition, January 2009 competition was
selected by last year’s BoTY co-winners (Mel
Thompson and Ed Bielaus) and will be IPA; this
will count towards next year’s (2009) BoTY
competition. As shown on the BURP website
calendar, the February 2009 competition will be
porters and March 2009 will be the annual Stout
competition.
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Real Ale Photos
Courtesy of Bob Kepler
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•
•
•
•
•

Minster of History/Libeerian (Manages the
Club Library and Historical Records)
Minister of Finance (Treasurer)
Minister of Truth (BURP Newsletter Editor)
Minister of Propaganda (Membership)
Minister of the Web (Manages Web
Content)

The BURP Officer position descriptions
candidate statements are as follows:

and

Fearless Leader (President)

BURP Lapel Pins and Titanium
Bottle Openers Available
The club received an order of 200 beautiful BURP
lapel pins, suitable for wear at all beer functions
(and, they make great gifts for beer travelers). The
pins are 1” in diameter, gold plated, and have a
butterfly clutch on the back. Each comes in its own
poly bag. Pins are being sold for $3.00 each.
In addition to the lapel pins, the club is also selling
BURP titanium bottle openers. The openers are the
small “claw” style, designed for easy attachment to
a key ring. We guarantee this opener will last a
lifetime. The price of $8.50 per opener is very
reasonable considering the cost of titanium has
skyrocketed over the last year.
Just bring cash or a check payable to BURP to the
next BURP meeting for the pins and openers you
would like to purchase.

BURP Election 2008
On-line voting opened on Wednesday, December 3
and will close on Tuesday, December 16. Members
also will have the option of casting a vote using a
paper ballot at the December meeting on
Wednesday, December 17.
BURP
•
•
•

offices are:
Fearless Leader (President)
Minister of Culture (Competition Organizer)
Minister of Education (Organizes Seminars,
Classes, Workshops)

Duties: Coordinates BURP activities with other
officers. Makes announcements at meetings.
Represents BURP to the public. (Which means that
you can send articles to your relatives, who will do
almost anything to avoid telling their neighbors
what you do for fun). Initiates and coordinates
major BURP activities (conferences, festival
participation, etc).

* Andy Anderson
Candidate
Statement: BURP is

at a crossroads. We
are facing a real peril:
it has become too
difficult to find people
willing to become
BURP Officers. And
why are we facing this
problem? It's really quite simple: too many good
people have held BURP positions, and that has
simply set the bar too high. It is hard to find people
willing to expend the effort necessary to match the
accomplishments of their predecessors. Well, it's
time for that to stop, & that's why I am your
candidate for BURP Fearless Leader.
If elected, I will do my utmost to lower the bar. No
longer will people be afraid to run for BURP
positions, as they can always say, "Well, gee whiz,
there's no way I can be as bad as Andy was, so I
might as well run for office." Have no fear, for once
I am in office, there will be no problem too small to
delegate or put off until the next administration. I
will not tax you with new efforts; rather I will be
the embodiment of status quo. I will strive to live
up to the statement that "with a volunteer
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organization, you get what you paid for". In short,
I will do my best to occupy the office.
Vote for Andy for Fearless Leader. With your
support, we can remove the mysticism of the
Presidency & ensure that all future candidates can
consider themselves over-qualified in comparison to
myself.

Minister of Culture (Competitions)
Duties: Runs monthly club competitions and
writes articles about styles for the BURP News.
Orders awards for contests. Recruits the
competition organizer for the Spirit of Free Beer or
does it himself/herself. May organize troubleshooting corner at meetings.
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now. This we see as the major challenge to our
ministry.

Minister of Enlightenment (Education)
Duties: Organizes educational sessions about
brewing techniques or particular styles. Sets up
yearly preparation courses for the BJCP
exams. Holds
pre-meeting
commercial
beer
tastings to assist club members in honing style
recognition skills.

* Wendy Aaronson and Tom Cannon
(Incumbents)
Candidates’ Statement
(per Tom Cannon,
Wendy’s off drinking
good beer in England):

* A.J. deLange and Christine Johnbrier
Candidate
Statement: As

This is an unusual year in
that your Ministers of
Enlightenment for the past

we are running
unopposed we
can make
campaign
promises that we
really intend to
keep. This should be
refreshing after the last 2
years. We promise we will
pester you at BURP
meetings. You will be
pestered to judge in the
monthly contests and you
will be pestered to
volunteer for SoFB. But
we also promise change.
We promise to change the people we pester at
each meeting. The idea is to get a different set of
judges each time with the goal of having 1 or 2
senior and 2 or 3 "apprentice" judges on each
panel. These mini contests are both a good way for
the brewers to get feedback and for the
apprentices to gain experience.
SoFB faces a huge challenge this year in that we
must find a new venue. So let us start pestering
you right now. Please start thinking about this and
please let us know of any ideas you may have. It's
really not that far off and we need to start planning

3 years ( and Wendy's
been doing it a lot longer
by herself!) are being
challenged by another
candidate, Mr. Tim Artz.
To be perfectly honest,
Tim is a great guy and
would make a great
Minister of
Enlightenment. If you
are looking for a new face with a successful track
record, you couldn't do much better than Tim.
So, this is a pretty simple choice. Tim, Wendy and
Tom, or a write in (Bill Newman, Max Green, Stick
of Wood, etc). I think I'm voting for Tim!
FREE BEER!

Wendy’s statement submitted by postcard
from a bar in London (Obviously, she has no
clue that Tom conceded to Tim; however, we
know she is still capable of doing the job):

Change is the theme these days, and the
Aaronson/Cannon team can make it happen. Does
this mean that we won’t have a BJCP class, or
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discussions at the meetings on style and recipe
formulation, or brewing demonstrations, or off-line
technical sessions? Of course not! We would
never eliminate successful programs that members
find informative. However, we can easily step it up
a notch, especially to appeal to more advanced
brewers. After the successful mead program at the
October meeting, we began planning a BJCP class
to prepare participants for the BJCP Mead exam.
We also planned off-line technical sessions given by
professional brewers and scientists that will
enlighten the advanced brewer and still be basic
enough for new brewers. A.J. DeLange has shown
us his results from his experiments with water. If
there is sufficient interest, there are many other
questions that can be answered with some fun
experiments.
If you want change that builds on the successes of
the past, vote for the Aaronson/Cannon team.

* Tim Artz
Candidate
Statement: I am

running for
Minister of
Enlightenment. In
this role as an
officer of BURP, I
think it is
important to
educate on
multiple levels,
from the basics of
brewing to the
more complex and technical aspects. We also need
to keep it fun!
My plan for this key club position is to:
• Work to insert educational activities; such
as guest speakers, demonstrations,
tastings, and test brews; into club events.
• Utilize the considerable expertise that exists
within our membership to encourage
sharing of knowledge through newsletter
articles and educational sessions at
meetings or off-line.
• Implement mentoring programs and
workshops to help develop skills for
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•
•

beginning, intermediate, and advanced
brewers.
Conduct experimentation to explore beer
styles, brewing techniques, and ingredients.
Have Fun!

It has been a while since I have served as a BURP
officer. I previously served as Minister of Culture
and as President (before the position became
known as Fearless Leader).
As Minister of Culture, I changed the format of the
monthly club competitions from open tasting
popularity contests to the judged panel process
used today. Tapping our BJCP judging resources, I
placed an emphasis on (1) brewing to a classic
style and (2) helping our brewers correct recipe
formulation and process flaws. We also had some
fun events to encourage the experimental and
artistic side of brewing.
While I served as Minister of Culture, I created the
Spirit of Free Beer (SoFB) from the ground up. I
organized the first two SoFB competitions, and
established it as one of the largest and most wellregarded homebrew competitions. Thanks to a
very long list of those who followed, the SoFB
remains a proud tradition for BURP.
As BURP’s President, I was one of the creators of
the Spirit of Belgium. Born of a desire to learn
about and brew Belgian style beer, we undertook
this challenging project at a time when there were
only a handful of Belgian imports and few of us had
traveled to Belgium. The event centered on
educational and cultural learning, a Belgian-style
only homebrew competition, and of course, a lot of
fun. The huge success of this event has now been
repeated several times in various forms, and it is a
proud part of the lore of BURP.
While I do not promise to deliver an educational
event on the scale of a SoFB or Spirit of Belgium as
Minister of Education, I do promise that I am
committed to deliver the same energy and
leadership as my past performance in BURP officer
positions indicates.
I am a homebrewer, and I have been homebrewing
for 24 years. I have brewed, on average, monthly
over this time: about 300 times. For the past five
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years, I have brewed in one barrel batches with the
latest iteration of my brewing system. I have won
awards in several major competitions. I would be
happy to share my experience and my brewery to
further BURP’s educational agenda. I will also
provide the leadership to help more of our
membership share their vast expertise for the
benefit of better beer, more beer, and of course,
Free Beer! I ask for your vote.

Minister of History (Libeerian)
Duties: Maintains the BURP Libeery, a great

resource, which is underutilized. Receives
newsletters from clubs all over the country, which
is pretty interesting. Sends the BURP goon squad
after people who have not returned Libeery
material. Writes interesting articles based on
libeery resources for BURP newsletter.

* Bill Ridgely (Incumbent)
Candidate
Statement: I am

honored once again to
be nominated as
BURP’s 2009 Minister
of History & Libeerian. While it took
some time to get
things organized in
’08, I finally feel like
progress is being made. The sale of older and
unused books and the giveaway of old magazines
in Nov really helped pare down the li-beery to the
most useful items. For ’09, I would like to complete
the reorganization by fully updating the website,
adding a subscription to “Brew Your Own”, and
adding some additional beer and brewing books.
And as always, I encourage BURP members to
utilize the resources of the li-beery and recommend
new titles.
On the historian side of the equation, I plan to
continue writing my monthly column for the
newsletter. I also plan to start reorganizing all of
the archival material (BURP newsletters, newspaper
and magazine articles about the club, photographs)
into a more coherent and usable collection.
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I appreciate your vote and confidence in me as
keeper of the BURP flame. Cheers, Bill

Minister of Finance (Treasurer)
Duties: Knows where the money comes from and

where it goes. Maintains the BURP bank account.
Participates heavily in financial forecasting issues,
such as "can we afford to front the money for club
memorabilia". Makes reimbursements when
presented with appropriate receipts.

* Robert Stevens
Candidate Statement: I

have had the pleasure of
being a BURP member for
over ten years and have
also served one year with
Steve Marler as Co-Minister
of Culture. Although I have
enjoyed drinking
everyone’s free beer and
by the way thank you very
much, I have always felt
BURP’s money is not to be taken lightly nor spent
frivolously. The previous BURP officers have built
and more important, maintained BURP’s strong
financial position. Without this money BURP would
never be able to do some of the special events it
does. If elected BURP Treasurer, I pledge I will
build on Larry Koch’s and the previous Treasurers’
efforts to spend the club’s money wisely. I will
maintain the financial records in the most efficient
and transparent way possible including exploring
ways to utilize BURP.org to disseminate financial
information to the BURP Officers and members. A
review of the club’s financial policies will be
conducted to make sure that the appropriate
safeguards are in place to secure BURP’s money. I
will coordinate and work with the other club
officers to identify cost effective ways to fund the
club’s actives and programs. Since I am motivated
for BURP to continue to be one of the most active
and vibrant Homebrewers’ club in the county, I ask
for your vote and support in my efforts to be our
club’s next Minister of Finance.
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* Max Green
Candidate Statement:

Hello my fellow BURPers!
This year I won't call anyone
a terrorist or suggest that we
turn the BURP web page into
a porn site. However, in
today's tough economic times,
I believe it takes a true
maverick to tackle the club's
economic woes. One that has
a history of taking on the institution and pushing
reform. What? We don't have any economic woes?
Oh, well...in that case... Vote for change you can
believe in! When the phone rings at three A.M. do
you trust that whoever answers can accurately
write a check for reimbursement? Can we sell
enough raffle tickets to make up the cost of our
breweriana? Yes We Can!
As far as my treasurer skills, I will list the following:
• Graduated elementary school with the
ability to add, subtract, multiply, AND divide
•

Accredited Excel spreadsheet wizard as
certified by the Department of Defense
Planning, Programming and Budgeting and
Execution (PPBE) weenies (that's what they
like to be called, honest)

•

Holder of a thirty year, FIXED mortgage (no
ARM loans here, baby!)

•

No car loans

•

Zero credit card debt

•

My wife and I earn enough to put us in the
highest tax bracket (anyone know a good
tax shelter we can hide in?)

In other words, you can trust your money with me.
Seriously, I didn't get a chance to talk to Robert
Stevens, so I'm not sure what he had in mind as
treasurer either. I'm willing to share supreme
executive financial power if that's appropriate or
concede to his superior accounting acumen. Either
way, VOTE, and vote often...well I guess only once.
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Minister of Propaganda (Membership)
Duties: Serves as BURP’S point of contact with

folks who are interested in joining. Maintains the
club membership database and electronic
newsletter notification e-mail list. Prints the
membership cards. Sends out renewal notices.

* Jamie Langlie
Candidate
Statement:

BURP rocks!! If
elected as your
Minister of
Propaganda, I
pledge to spread
the word far and
wide to welcome
newcomers to the fold. During my tenure as 2008
Co-Fearless Leader, I organized successful
BURP/Worthogs outreach booths at the NoVa and
Shirlington brewfests. These events are great
opportunities to teach people about our awesome
hobby and to invite them to join BURP. I definitely
want to continue promoting such membeersiprelated activities in 2009.
Besides that, I’m pretty well-organized and
conscientious, so it’s highly likely that the Club’s
membership database would be kept up-to-date
and membeersip cards would be issued in a timely
fashion. And your ideas for improvement would
always be welcome.
Thank you for your vote!

Minister of Truth (Newsletter)
Duties: Edits the BURP News and gets it to you

in time for you to know when and where the next
meeting is. Solicits articles and people to be
meeting reporters. Serves as BURP's Secretary for
its official functions.

*Beth Madden
(Incumbent)
Candidate Statement: I
have enjoyed working with the
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newsletter over the last several years and I would
welcome the opportunity to continue in this role.
BURP is one of the greatest home brew clubs in the
country. Our membership is very proactive in AHA
and BJCP, and our brewers continually receive
recognition for their efforts at both regional and
national levels. We have a large membership
covering a wide variety of professional disciplines.
Each brings its own unique style and perspective to
the art of brewing. In the next year, I would like to
continue to tap into this expertise and include even
more of the BURP spirit in the BURP News
publication.

Minister of the Web (Web Page)

Duties: Administers burp.org. Maintains the web
site. Creates new pages for upcoming BURP events
and updates the web pages. Keeps the BURP
Calendar current. Custodian for BurpList and
BURP's administrative internet mailing lists.
Maintains the @burp.org email aliases.

* Paul Langlie and Bob Kepler
Candidates’
Statement: Paul and I
are teaming up this year
as co-web-lackeys. Our
major priorities will be
to:
•

Separate out the
content publishing
role from the
hosting/site-admin
role. This will help to
ease the transition
year over year for
new contributors
regardless of web hosting provider.
•

•

Focus on timely updates of upcoming events as
well as posting results of past events. We have
reviewed our existing web pages to identify
over 40 topics which require some updating
throughout the year. Content owners and an
update schedule will be coordinated.
Keep the trains running on time
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•

Cure the uncommon cold.

Please elect us or do it yourselves. We take this
obligation freely without any mental preservation or
purpose of invasion.
Cheers.
Bob and Paul

Trivial Beer-Suits
By Charlie Pavitt

Time to catch up with a couple
tidbits I’ve bumped into along
the way. The Octobeer 20th
issue of Newsweek included a
piece by William Underhill on
the slow demise of the British
pub. Five go out of business
daily, resulting in more than
half of U.K. villages going high
and dry. Several reasons are offered for this
disaster: increased price of pub beer while storebought beer has become less expensive, the
purchase of family-owned pubs by investment
groups only interested in a quick buck, a smoking
ban keeping people away (which actually leads to
the opposite impact on this side of the Big Pond,
where smoking bans means more customers), and
access to cars, allowing people to seek
entertainment miles away rather than being limited
to walking distance from home. As pubs have
traditionally been the center of village social life, at
least for men, there is good reason to try to protect
them. My namesake Prince Charles is sponsoring
“Pub is the Hub,” a campaign to help pub owners
diversify. Underhill claims that “the country is now
scattered with fancy-pants ‘gastro-pubs’ – taverns
that have expanded their menus far beyond
sausages and beer to include alien fare like fried
quail eggs and shaved Parmesan.” I dunno about
fried quail eggs, but I do know that Elaine and I
got honest if unimaginative dinners at several pub
restaurants during our UK vacation the other year.
Speaking of our travel, we were in the Buffalo area
a couple months back and picked up the Fall 2008
issue of Edible Buffalo, which prides itself on
“celebrating local food, farms and cuisine of
Western New York, season by season.” It included
an article by Deborah Seeber entitled “Of Beer,
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Buffalo, and a Not So Noble Experiment,” on the
impact of prohibition in this neck of the woods.
Given that a lot of Germans settled in Buffalo in the
1840s, breweries flourished. According to Tim
Herzog of Flying Bison Brewing Company, before
prohibition Buffalo’s 32 breweries were the second
most of any U.S. metropolis, only topped in
quantity by Brooklyn’s 35. Prohibition was, as with
everywhere else, devastating. U.S. Attorney Milton
Strebel closed down pub after pub; earning himself
the nickname “The Padlock King.” A newspaper
article reprinted here was entitled “‘A Padlock A
Day’ Sings Strebel as Groggery Casements Darken”,
as Strebel closed down 35 in January 1921 and 15
more the first half of Febrewery. Yet, with Canada
only a stone’s throw away, alcohol was fairly easy
to obtain, at private clubs and speakeasies. And, in
a stunning example of hypocrisy typical of the era,
Strebel’s son says that his father had a rathskeller
in the basement of their house. “The well wasn’t
dry at Hamlin Road.” Anyway, as with the rest of
the country, the breweries that survived prohibition
could not survive the onslaught of the corporate
producers of alcoholic seltzer water, with the last
(William Simon Brewery) closing in 1972. Of
course, the craftbrew movement has reversed this
(I had me a couple bottles of a solid porter from
the Southern Tier Brewing Company from nearby
Lakewood while there).
And finally, the November 15th Wash Post included
a piece by Craig Whitlock stating that during 2007
Germany shipped at least 260,000 gallons of beer
and 18,000 gallons of wine to its 3500 troops
stationed in Afghanistan. This translates to a
healthy 26 ounces of brew for each soldier a day.
Or rather unhealthy, as, along with a poor diet and
lack of exercise, it may be responsible for a 40
percent rate of soldiers classified as overweight
(greater than that for civilians) along with a 10
percent rate of obesity. By order of the Parliament,
German soldiers are barred from combat duty, and,
apparently, there is an absence of any recreational
activities for the soldiers other than sitting around,
eating sausages, and drinking. The beer is,
however, often purchased by soldiers, diplomats,
and police from other NATO countries stationed in
Afghanistan, along with journalists.
I finish with a joke from the Decembeer Funny
Times (a publication of mostly liberal-tinged humor
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I strongly recommend to the leftwingers among
you) by former Firesign Theater member Phil
Proctor, entitled The Ultimate Bailout: “If you had
purchased $1000 of Delta Air Lines stock one year
ago, you would have $49 left. With Fannie Mae,
you would have $2.50 left of the original $1000.
With AIG, you would have less than $15 left. But if
you had purchased $1000 worth of beer one year
ago, drunk all of the beer, then turned in the cans
for the aluminum recycling refund, you would have
$21.40 cash. Based on the above, the best current
investment advice is to drink heavily.”

BURP 10 and 20 Years Ago
Compiled By Bill Ridgely

20 Years Ago, Dec 1988
The final BURP gathering of 1988 was the club’s
first holiday banquet, held at Colonel Brooks’
Tavern in the District on Dec 14. While the tradition
of holding a holiday banquet has continued to this
day, this was the first of only two that were held at
commercial establishments (the other being held at
Blob’s Park in Jessup, MD). Looking back on the
announcement for the first banquet, I’m struck at
what a great deal it was (at least by today’s
standards). Each attendee received a full dinner
(choice of three entrees) and two beers from the
thirteen taps available in the restaurant, all for
$12.00 (tax and tip included). In addition, BURP
picked up the tab for an additional pitcher of beer
on each table. Owner Rudy Manili gave the club
the entire upper floor of the restaurant, and there
wasn’t an empty seat in the house. Andy
Beaulieu, in his report on the banquet, noted
several of the excellent beers available, including
Spaten Oktoberfest and Doppelbock, as well as
Santa Class, the holiday winter warmer from the
Oxford Class Brewery in Glen Burnie. Following
dinner, nominations were taken for 1989 BURP
officers. Fortunately, there was at least one person
nominated for each post. The official business out
of the way, master of ceremonies John Gardiner
introduced guest speaker Fred Seymour, who in
turn introduced the crowd to his new publication,
Savour, an extensive and annotated listing of all
DC-area happenings devoted to fine food, wine,
and beer, including tastings, promotions, and
competitions of all types. Following Fred’s
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presentation, each of the outgoing club officers
gave a short talk about their experiences in the
club or any other topic of their choice. Prez Ralph
Bucca reminisced about the early days of the club.
VP Rod Rydlun presented outgoing
Secretary/Newsletter Editor Bill Ridgely with the
“Pull-It Surprise” award, a nice hand-lettered scroll
inside a big, mock firecracker (at least, I think it
was mock). The event ended with a free raffle,
with enough prizes so that everyone in attendance
came away with something. There was beer,
brewing equipment and supplies, beeraphenalia,
and other assorted beer mugs and glassware for
one and all.
Following in the footsteps of the inimitable John
Gardiner, the Dec 1988 issue of the BURP News
took the yearbook approach to its contents, with
articles contributed by numerous BURPers and
friends. And, at 20 pages, it was the largest issue
of the newsletter yet produced. Outgoing Prez
Ralph Bucca kicked off the issue by reviewing his
monthly goals for the year and comparing them
with what actually happened. Eight out of ten of his
ideas came to fruition but not necessarily in the
order they were proposed. Hugh Barnes wrote
about the AHA/HWBTA Beer Judge Certification
Program and reminded BURPers about the
educational opportunities offered by BrewNet
University. Meeting reports for October and
November were contributed by Andy Beaulieu
and Helen Popenoe respectively. Andy (who
would soon be stepping in as 1989 BURP News
editor) also contributed a piece about another local
homebrew club started at his company. While
relatively short-lived, the club, called the Potomac
Homebrewers Association Round Table or PHART,
certainly rivaled our own in its naming convention.
There was a “Recipe of the Month” (Tom
McGonigle’s “Six Grain Beer”), a review of the
most recent Brickskeller tasting by Jim Dorsch,
and finally, reviews of both 1988 BURP events by
John Gardiner and a review of the 1988
commercial brewing scene by Mark Weiner of
Berose Liquors.
10 Years Ago, Dec 1998
The club’s 1998 holiday banquet, by now a pot luck
affair where everyone attending contributed a dish,
preferably made with beer, took place on Dec 8 at
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the Oxon Hill Jaycee Center in Ft Washington, MD.
While I could go into lengthy detail on what
transpired at the event, the best review (with
accompanying photos) can be found on the BURP
website in an article called “Stranger in a Strange
Land”, written by BURP member Jim Caldwell’s
daughter Jennifer. Attending her very first BURP
meeting, Jennifer contributed a wonderful set of
observations that have since taken an honored
place with Jim Dorsch’s April Fools article on
America’s first Trappist brewpub (which received
national attention) and Jonathan Feist’s
wonderful piece on “How to Enjoy Awful Beer”.
There are many highlights of Jennifer’s report, not
the least of which is her description of BURPer
Ralph Bucca, “a wild-eyed, wiry haired man,
weighing maybe 115 pounds, who I had once seen
in a toga”. You can read her report as well as the
other articles mentioned above on the BURP
website at
http://burp.burp.org/Default.aspx?tabid=389.
The Dec 1998 issue of BURP News featured a nice
article on the similarities and differences between
English and Scottish ales (including a recipe for an
English ESB and a Scottish 80/- Export). A.J.
Delange then expounded at length on procedures
for removing chlorine and chloramine from brewing
water. Briefly, removing chlorine is fairly simple
(standing, aeration, or boiling), but removing
chloramine (produced as a result of adding
ammonia to drinking water) requires more work.
The simplest solution recommended by A.J. is the
use of Campden tablets, available from most
homebrew supply sources. Finally, in the beer
travels dept, Bill Ridgely contributed an article
about the trip he and partner Wendy Aaronson
took to Sedona, AZ, where they discovered (and
spent *way* too much time at) the Oak Creek
Brewing Co, a delightful microbrewery in the heart
of Sedona which featured several beers on tap and
free live music every night of the week.
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BURP Prosperity Report

Hop Notes from the Li-Beery

Current Financial Position

Many thanks to all of those who helped out the
club by purchasing books (and taking away
magazines) at the Nov BURP meeting. Almost two
full boxes of books were sold, and the li-beery is
now approaching the lean and mean essentials of
an up-to-date beer and brewing collection. Thanks
also to the many people who contributed books
from their own collections to the sale, the proceeds
of which went to the club treasury.

By Larry Koch, Minister of Prosperity

BURP Treasury Summary
17 October 2008

$22,280

Income

$ 1,194

Expenses

$ 2,404

5 December 2008

$21,070

Go to BURP.org for details on the BURP Treasury
including separate worksheets with details of SoFB
and MASHOUT.
BURP members are reminded that all expense
submissions must include details. Required details
are date, exact amount, detailed description of the
item, any special circumstances, and name of
person to be reimbursed. Event coordinators should
maintain a spreadsheet for their project.
Spreadsheets and other financial data are available
on the BURP website to registered users at
http://www.burp.org.

Mem-beer-sip Update

By Christine Johnbrier, Ministrix of Propaganda
This month we welcome new members John Nilles &
Melissa Smith of Washington, DC; Sean McIlvain of
Washington, DC; Scott Suess of Germantown, MD;
Melanie Blackburn of Silver Spring, MD; Joe
Schaffer of Arlington, VA; Timothy Pohlhaus of
Ashburn, VA; Jack Patterson of Washington, DC;
Jason Whitaker of Rockville, MD; Anton Cagergren
of Rockville, MD; and Joseph Federico of Alexandria,
VA.
Please keep your contact information up-to-date…most
importantly, your email address. If you are not receiving
an electronic notification each month with the newsletter
link, that means I don’t have your current email address!
Send your contact information to membership@burp.org
and I’ll see that your info is updated.
CURRENT MEM-BEER-SIP STATS:
TOTAL MEMBERSHIPS: 291
FAMILY: 86 (x2) 172
INDIVIDUAL: 94
HONORARY: 25

By Bill Ridgely, Minister of History

My intention is still to reorganize the collection and
update the contents on the BURP website at
http://burp.burp.org/Default.aspx?tabid=414.
However, I’ve been away in the UK since the Real
Ale meeting and haven’t had the chance to
accomplish this, but I promise to do so in the near
future.
In last month’s column, I mentioned that three new
CAMRA books had been purchased for the li-beery.
As it turns out, only one was in the order - the
CAMRA Good Beer Guide 2009. The CAMRA guides
to Germany and the Czech Republic will be in a
forthcoming order.
As always, if you would like a book loaned to you,
just let me know, and I will deliver it to you at the
next BURP meeting. And if there is a book that you
feel should be added to the collection, please
contact me at ridgely@burp.org or 301-762-6523.
If you are planning to brew a specific beer style
and need some guidance, I also may be able to
help you with an appropriate publication. Just
contact me at the e-mail address or phone number
above.
And thanks, as always, for your support.
Cheers, Bill

Editor's Corner

By Beth Madden, Minister of Truth

Thanks to the BURP membership for their
contributions to this newsletter. As always, I invite
anyone interested in submitting anything from a
feature or general interest articles to travelogues,
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recipes, etc. to do so. Please send to
madfox@comcast.net.
Cheers – T.I.W.

BURP 2008 OFFICERS

BURP Doxology
Praise BURP from whom beer blessings flow,
Praise BURP ye brewers here below,
Praise BURP above ye heavenly hosts,
Praise barley, hops and yeast the most
Aaaaaaaaaaa, Drink!
(Al Lowry, 1994)
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