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Mel’s Meanderings

By Mel Thompson, Fearless Leader

June Meeting
Spirit of Free Beer Leftovers/Prizes
Gaithersburg, Md.
June 16, 2012

July Meeting
Open Category Wheat Competition
Nokesville, Va.
June 21, 2012

May is by far BURP’s busiest month.
The annual chili competition at the
home of Christina Wren and Dan
Allers is in my top 2 BURP events.
The chili was superb and the beers
to go with chili were the best yet. I
tried all the chili’s and thought each
one a winner. And, I only suffered a
little the following Sunday. Moderation is the key though, with such
good fare, it’s difficult to limit one’s
self. Thanks to Bob and Kathleen Warriner for running
the chili comp and thanks to Mike Reinitz and Justin
Housenger for running the beer competition while at the
same time checking in over 500 entries for Spirit of Free
Beer. Those two young men (I can say that!) have limitless
energy. All of BURP is indebted to Justin and Mike for their
hard work on BURP’s behalf.
On Sunday before SOFB, a group of us traveled to Port
City Brewery to register and sort the SOFB entries. The
crew consisted of Mike Burger and Pam Malam, relatively new members who always volunteer to help with
BURP activities; Mike Evans; Robert Stevens; Steve
Marler; Bill Ridgely; Wendy Aaronson; Mitch Pilchuck; Rich Sampson; Registrar, Bob Rouse; Ministers
of Culture, Justin Housenger and Mike Reinitz; and myself.
We humped cases and registered bottles for over 6 hours.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Please submit all articles for publication in either plain text or Microsoft Word format to the e-mail address above. Deadline for articles is 2 weeks before each scheduled BURP meeting unless otherwise indicated. Changes to membership
records should be sent to membership@burp.org.
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Thanks to all for the hard work. Most BURPers may not
know how much work is done behind the scenes for all that
BURP does. Spirit of Free Beer is a major effort. Judging
and stewarding is the easy part though obviously of significant importance.
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From the Ministry of Culture
By Justin Housenger and Mike Reinitz
Co-Ministers of Culture

By the time you read this (does anyone?), Spirit of Free
Beer will be history – the biggest yet and with the resurgence of homebrewing, it is destined to grow even more.
Congratulations to everyone who entered and thanks to all
who helped. A special thanks to Registrar, Bob Rouse, who
worked his tail off, and Organizers, Justin Housenger and
Mike Reinitz. What are you guys going to do with all those
BJCP points?

The purpose of BURP monthly competitions is to encourage
brewers to advance their brewing skills by improving recipe
formulation and/or technique based on objective feedback
from score sheets or by experimenting with styles they’ve never
brewed. Competitions promote education and the availability of
great tasting homebrewed beer at meetings.

Which brings us to the June meeting… FREE BEER!!! No
need to bring beer to the June meeting as you will be
provided all the left-over beer from the SOFB entries. With
approximately ½ of the 1600 beers entered, there will be
a plethora of beers from which to sample. This doesn’t get
you off the hook for bringing food. In fact, with all this
beer, we will need substantially more food than usual. So
please be generous. And those of you who need bottles,
please take some empties home. As always, please stay
in control if you are driving and watch out for your fellow
BURPers.

The 20th Annual Spirit of Free Beer was a resounding success with a total of 514 entries being judged, making it the
biggest ever. The competition could not have been possible
without many volunteers and teams. The prize team led
by Bob King garnered the support of close to 100 sponsors from around the country, Bob Rouse’s registrar team
ensured a smooth entry registration and a quick return of
scoresheets, and the judging (Tom Cannon) and stewarding (Terri Fischer) was top notch as well. Special thanks
go out to the hosts of the competition, which are Mad
Fox Brewing Company for allowing the Saturday portion of the competition to be held there, and to Port City
Brewing for the storage of all the entries and location for
sorting. A special shout out goes to Pat and Janet Crowe
who secured the Truro Community Center in Annandale
which turned out to be a great venue for Friday judging
and allowed us to get through almost 150 entries before
the main day of the competition the following day.

Speaking of generosity, thanks to all of you for supporting
the charity in May by buying a record number of raffle tickets. $256 has been donated in BURP’s name to the American Cancer Society for Breast Cancer Research. Thanks to
Bob King and the Garvin ladies for hawking the tickets.
We are going to support Prostate Cancer Research through
the Fisher Center with the raffle at the September meeting,
but we don’t have a firm decision for the July meeting. Any
recommendations will be considered by your officer corp.
See you at Yancy’s on the 16th!
Cheers!
Chili Cook-Off Photos Courtesy of Pat Crowe

Spirit of Free Beer Wrap-Up

The full results of the competition can be found here
http://brew.burp.org/Events/SpiritofFreeBeer2012/2012SO
FBResults.aspx. Thanks again to everyone who entered and
congratulations to those who placed. Medals and prizes will
be distributed at the June meeting while we enjoy all the
leftovers. Free Beer!!!
Chili Cook-Off Wrap-Up
The annual chili cook off was a blast as always this year.
The rain held off for us and the chili certainly provided a lot
of heat to an otherwise beautiful day. Luckily, we had the
13 entries to go with the chili to cool us off. Thanks to the
Allers’ for once again hosting what is one of BURP’s premier
annual events.
The beer entries were as varied as the chilis themselves
but ultimately the popular vote contest narrowed it down
to a top 3. In 3rd place, with the German Pils Bavarian Kiss,
was Bill Ridgely and Wendy Aaronson. In 2nd place
was Holé Molé Porter from Bob and Deborah Sholtes
that went remarkably well with a wide variety of chilis.
Finally, in 1st place was the smoked maibock, Heizenberg,
brewed by James Tweeddale and Dave Taylor. The
beer featured a pleasant malt sweetness supported by a
wonderful smoked note that was a perfect complement to
the chili. A big thanks to everyone who entered beer.
The brewers of the winning beer have been good enough
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Fermentation
------------Primary fermentation at 49 to 50 degrees followed by diacetyl rest at 60 degrees.
Lager for 8 weeks at 39 degrees.
Upcoming Monthly Competitions
[Justin Housenger (left) and
Mike Reinitz]
to share their recipe with everyone below:
Recipe: Smoked Heizenberg
Recipe Specifications
-------------------------Batch Size: 6.00 gal
Estimated OG: 1.064 SG
Estimated Color: 8.0 SRM
Estimated IBU: 26.7 IBUs
Brewhouse Efficiency: 75.00 %
Boil Time: 90 Minutes
Malt
-----------Amt

Type

6 lbs 12.0 oz
Grain
2 lbs 12.0 oz
Grain
1 lbs 11.0 oz
Grain
1 lbs 11.0 oz
Grain
13 oz
Grain
4.5 oz
Grain
Hops
------------0.35 oz
Hop
0.50 oz
Hop
0.50 oz
Hop

Name

%/IBU
Pilsner (2 Row) Ger (2.0 SRM)
48.2 %
Weyermann Smoked Malt (9.0 SRM)
19.6 %
Munich Malt (9.0 SRM)
12.1 %
Vienna Malt (3.5 SRM)
12.1 %
CaraHell (9.0 SRM)
6.0 %
Melanoiden Malt (20.0 SRM)
2.0 %

Magnum [14.00 %] - First Wort 90.0 min
18.5 IBUs
Mt. Hood [6.00 %] - Boil 25.0 min
6.7 IBUs
Hallertauer [4.80 %] - Boil 5.0 min
1.5 IBUs

Mash (Total Grain Weight: 13 lbs 16.0 oz)
---------------------------Mash 1.5 qt/lb at 152 degrees F
Sparge: Batch sparge with 6 gal of 168.0 F water
Yeast
----------Appropriate starter of German Bock Lager (White Labs
#WLP833)

As a reminder, the calendar of competitions has been set
through March 2013 and is available on the BURP website,
so brew, brew, brew!
The pre-registration of beers has been working great and
we ask that everyone register by the Thursday prior to a
meeting — we will not be accepting unregistered entries
on the day of a meeting. Please email Mike and Justin
at culture@burp.org to register. Additionally, we’ll need
volunteers to judge at all the upcoming competitions. The
team style judging of ranked BJCP judge and novice judge
has been very effective, and really gives the aspiring judge
some hands on practice with an experienced judge. Those
especially that are in the upcoming BJCP prep course to
take the exam early next year are encouraged to practice
judging as often as they can and the monthly competitions
are a great place to start. Find Mike or Justin before the
judging starts or email us at culture@burp.org before the
meeting to let us know if you’re interested. The goal is to
get a lot of judges and keep flights small (3-5 beers), so
that the competition goes quickly and we can all get back
to enjoying the meeting.
June Competition: There’s no competition in June. We will
be drinking all the leftover beer from Spirit of Free Beer
as well as distributing medals/prizes from the competition.
Free Beer!!!
July Competition: As the summer sun gets stronger, we’ll
be cooling off with some wheat beers in July. Our Fearless Leader, Mel Thompson, will be spearheading judging
efforts for this competition. We will be accepting entries in
the following categories: 6D (American Wheat), 15A (Weizen/Weissbier), 15B (Dunkelweizen), 15C (Weizenbock),
16A (Witbier), and 17A (Berliner Weisse).
August Competition (MASHOUT): August is MASHOUT
month and this year on the mountain we’ll serve up a session beer competition. Any style is fair game just as long as
the %ABV is 4.5 or below. The competition is sure to be a
good one. More details to come about MASHOUT as they
emerge so stay tuned.

Ministers of Culture
Justin and Mike
receive SOFB Entries
during the Chili
Cook-Off (Photo
Courtesy of Pat
Crowe)
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BURP Institute for Enlightened
Brewing Practices
By Steve Marler and Robert Stevens
Deans of Enlightenment

Summer is here
and there are so
many beers we
want to brew!
Enlightened
Happy hour
June 5, 2012
about 15 BURPers attended the
June BURP Happy
Hour at DC Chop House. Barrett Lauer, the brewer,
was our host. Barrett’s Spring Bock and Bourdon Barrel Stout were excellent. The conversation included
discussions about SAVOR and the BEST group session beer. Thanks to James Carroll for organizing
the Happy Hour. We are planning to schedule the July
Happy hour for Tuesday July 10th. The time and location of the July Happy Hour will be posted on BURPlist
when the plans are finalized.
Monthly Meetings
Since the focus of the next BURP monthly meeting
will be awarding the SoFB prizes and cleaning up the
left over SoFB entries, we are not going to organize a
beer tasting during the monthly meeting this month.
Actually, due to Summer Break at the BURP Institute
for Enlightened Brewing Practices, the next organized
beer tasting or other enlightenment monthly meeting events will not occur until the September monthly
meeting.
BEST Group
Aaron Share reported that this month’s Brewing
Education, Skills, & Techniques (BEST) meeting was
led by Mel Thompson and focused on recipe formulation. (Who knew Mel had anything to say on this
topic?) Mel dropped some serious knowledge on the
group including the process he uses to create award
winning recipes. The BEST group then took what it
had just learned and applied it to developing a recipe,
which will be on display at Mashout.
This month’s BEST meeting will focus on the steps
involved and the reasons for kegging beer. If you
don’t keg your beer and would like to, don’t miss this.
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Date, Time, and Location are still TBD.
Mashtun
On May 6th Larry Koch led the first Mashtun workshop which resulted with two new Mashtuns being
created. Larry has decided that building two to three
Mashtuns at a time is the most efficient for all involved so we are in the process of scheduling several
additional workshops. If you are interested in a new
Mashtun please contact us at Enlightenment@burp.
org. The cost will be approximately $30 for supplied
screen, piping and fittings. Larger chests may be
more.
BYO
This year’s BYO subscription drive has concluded with
twenty four BURPers taking advantage of the half
price BYO subscriptions. Twenty of the subscriptions
were for two years and four were one year subscriptions. That is over $600.00 in savings for BURP members! The subscriptions should start in July. Thanks
again to Royden Henry for making this happen.
Brewing Tip
A Tip to Help Prevent Boilovers from The Phantom
Brewer , Thursday August 27 2009. Thanks to the
Maltose Falcons (www.maltosefalcons.com)
A good rolling boil is important for a beer. Lots of
good stuff happens during the boil. Volatile, smelly
sulfur compounds are expelled from the beer. Other
bitter compounds such as alpha acids can only be extracted by boiling. But get too vigorous a boil going,
and you’ll slop wort all over the place. Instead, try
using your marbles.
That’s right, glass marbles, the kind kids play with.
Just put about 20 of them in the brew pot. Don’t
worry about the marbles breaking. There’re made
of tempered glass and their spherical shape gives
them great strength. That’s why kids can bang them
together day after day and they don’t break. Don’t
worry about the heat, either. A few hundred degrees
Fahrenheit is nothing to a tempered glass marble.
Instead of getting big, explosive gas bubbles popping up and blowing beer out of the kettle, you’ll see
a bunch of smaller, finer bubbles evenly spread over
the center of the boil. This steady stream of smaller
bubbles will do just as good a job of breaking up the
hop resin and oil bubbles in your wort -- without the
sloppy mess.
A Phantom Brewer had this problem early on and
greatly smoothed out the boiling by adding about 20
glass marbles to the 15 gallon brew pot.
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This Month in BURP History
Compiled by Bill Ridgely

10 Years Ago (Jun 2002)
– The June 2002 BURP
meeting at Paul & Jamie
Langlie’s in Kensington,
MD was graced by bright
sun and warm temperatures
as Colleen Cannon, prize
coordinator of the 10th Spirit
of Free Beer Competition,
and co-organizer Robert
Stevens handed out bags
full of prizes and ribbons to
all winning brewers. BURPer
Keith Chamberlin, who
took both 1st and 2nd place
Best of Show, could barely
carry all of the loot accumulated over the course of the
presentation. Keith also won the right to brew his 1st place
beer at the Summit Station brewpub in Gaithersburg.
Bob & Betsy Kepler, who took 3rd place BOS with their
Helles, won the right to brew with Bill Madden at Capitol
City Brewing Co in Shirlington. The huge collection
of prizes is one of the things that has made SOFB so
special over the years, a tradition that continues to this
day. As the ceremony took place, all of the leftover beers
from the competition were made available for tasting by
club members. And there were some wonderful beers
to be had. BURPer Bill Newman did an exceptional job
of conducting a tutored tasting of many different beer
styles, using the competition beers as prime examples.
BURP was still holding a monthly homebrew competition
at the SOFB prize meeting in 2002 (This meeting is now
totally devoted to handing out prizes and consuming
competition leftovers). The competition this month was for
Bockbier. Winning brewers were announced at meeting’s
end – 1st place (Doppelbock) – Mel Thompson; 2nd place
(Traditional Bock) – Tom & Colleen Cannon; 3rd place
(Traditional Bock) – Christian Parker. Mel’s win, in his
first year in the BURP Club, put him in a 3-way race for the
newly-established “Freshman Brewer of the Year” award
(along with Christian Parker and Mark Hogenmiller).
The top stories in the June 2002 issue of BURP News
included “foreign correspondent” Andy Anderson’s review
of the pubs of Bath, England. Andy’s favorite was “The
Ram”, where he was affectionately known to the owners
as “Septic Tank Bloody Yank”. Rounding out the issue
was “The Kepler Kitchen”, wherein BURP chefs Bob &
Betsy expounded on the proper preparation of barbeque,
including a great recipe for “Mustard Pork Chops with
Honey Beer BBQ Sauce”.
15 Years Ago (Jun 1997) – The 5th annual Spirit of
Free Beer competition was held at the Brew America
homebrew shop in Merrifield, VA on June 7. There were
401 entries, over twice the number submitted the previous
year. Best of Show went to Al Folsom of Warrington, PA
for his English Mild. Fittingly, at the SOFB prize ceremony
held later the same month, the theme was Brown Ale (the
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main category of the SOFB-winning beer). Bill & Christie
Newman took 1st place in the monthly club competition
with their American Brown Ale.
20 Years Ago (Jun 1992) – The first inter-club
homebrew competition was held at the Jun 1992 BURP
meeting at the home of George & Pat Saxon in Ellicott
City, MD (George & Pat were proprietors of the now
legendary Phoenix Imports, importers of some of the
world’s finest English and Belgian ales). The competition
was organized by BURPer Mike Horkan, and the theme
was, loosely, “Amber Beer” (all amber colored ales and
lagers, which at the time covered a wide variety of styles).
Competing clubs were BURP, the Bay Country Brewers
Society, and Baltimore’s Cross Street Irregulars. The winner,
with an English Bitter, was the organizer himself, BURP’s
own Mike Horkan.
25 Years Ago (Jun 1987) – BURPers Fred Dormer
& Howard Michelsen co-hosted the club’s annual
commercial beer tasting, held in the carport of Fred’s Silver
Spring home. At this time, BURP commercial beer events
were basically free-for-alls, not controlled tastings. The
beers were mostly procured from Berose Liquors, the
renowned Dupont Circle store owned by Mark Weiner and
famous for offering more brands of beer than any other
area establishment. During the meeting, co-host Howard
Michelsen announced his impending marriage to fellow
BURPer Emily Ulmer. They planned to tie the knot in
September, and of course, the entire BURP Club was invited
to join them on their honeymoon in Cancun.
30 Years Ago (Jun 1982) – The June 1982 BURP
meeting was held at the home of Ralph Bucca in Oxon
Hill, MD. A committee was formed at the meeting to create
a new BURP t-shirt, and several members reported on
attending the recently-held AHA conference in Boulder, CO.

The 27th Annual BURP Chili
Cook-Off
By Bob and Kathleen Warriner
Chili Commissioners

The 27th annual BURP Chili Cook-Off was held on
Saturday May 5, 2012 at the home of Dan Allers and
Christina Wren (their eleventh year hosting). The
weather gods answered our prayers with a perfect
day; sun early in the morning, then a light cloud cover
to shade the relentless sun in the afternoon.
Your Chili Commissioners arrived at precisely 10 a.m.
to find a beehive of activity with the setting up of
kiosks and equipment to perform chili cooking duties.
By midafternoon all stoves had been fired up and the
aroma of chili filled the air.
There were thirteen entries this year filling the
perimeter of Dan and Christina’s backyard; some
seasoned contestants and some newbies all vying for
prizes and bragging rights. The chili tasting/judging
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began at 2 p.m. and ended at 3:30 p.m.
First place went to entrant number 12, perennial
winner Tim Artz with his “Smokin’ Bowl of Red”.
Second place went to entrant number 1, Team
Kangabou with team members Woody & Dona Lee,
Danger Korabik and Sparky Korabik.
Third place went to entrant number 10, Team
Jackalope with team members Tom & Colleen
Cannon, Pat & Janet Crowe, Steve Marler and
Rich Sampson.
The Hottest Chili went to entrant number 13, Team
Sphincter with team members Rick & Anastasia
Garvin & Christine Johnbrier.
A BIG THANK YOU goes to the generosity of Jim &
Fred Parker at The Hard Times Cafe for providing
prizes for all winners.
Thanks to everyone who participated and contributed
to the great success of this event!

BURP Prosperity Report

By Mark Hogenmiller & Bob King
Minister of Prosperity & Minister of Raffles &
Philanthropy
Charity of the Month – May 2012
The charity for May was the American Cancer Society
– Breast Cancer Research, 50% of the raffle donations
($256) was donated to them! This is the largest donation
to date, way to go BURP!
Merchandise News - We still have the following available:
BURP Lapel Pins - $3 (make great exchange gifts while pub
crawling)
BURP Euro Style Stickers - $1 (buy one for all of your cars
and kegs)
NEW! BURP Beer Mats/Coasters $20/Sleeve of 100
BURP 30th Anniversary T-shirts $10 Sizes M, L, and XL
available
See me at the next meeting to purchase merchandise.
BURP members are reminded that all expense submissions
must include details. Required details are date,
exact amount, detailed item description, any special
circumstances, and name of person to be reimbursed.
Event coordinators should maintain a spreadsheet for their
project. Correspondence can be sent to me at prosperity@
burp.org .

First Place Chili Winner Tim Artz prepares his award-winning
recipe [above]. Many pots of satisfying and occasionally sweltering chili were ladled-out during the Cook-Off [below]
(Photo Courtesy of Pat Crowe)
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Team Kangabou [above] took Second Place honors with their
unique blend of exotic meats (can you guess which ones based
on their team name?). Left, Christine Johnbrier plays it cool while
readying Team Sphincter’s perpetually-recognized Hottest Chili.
Team Jackalope (below) strategizes while preparing their Third
Place-winning entry.
(Photo Courtesy of Pat Crowe)
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2012 BURP OFFICERS
Office

Fearless Leader
		
Ministers of Enlightenment			
Ministers of Culture				
Minister of Prosperity			
Minister of Membeersip			
Ministers of Propaganda			
Newsletter Editor				

Officer

Contact Information

Mel Thompson			
FearlessLeader@BURP.org
Steve Marler & Robert Stevens
Enlightenment@BURP.org
Justin Housenger and Mike Reinitz
Culture@BURP.org
Mark Hogenmiller			
Prosperity@BURP.org
Howard Michelsen			
Membeersip@BURP.org
Bill Ridgely & Matthew Pyle
propaganda@BURP.org
Rich Sampson
Newsletter@BURP.org

Designated Driver Program
In its quest to promote the safe and responsible enjoyment of
homebrewed beer, BURP is pleased to offer its Designated Driver
Program. If you are a designated driver, you will receive
complimentary door prize tickets.
Note: Non-alcoholic
beverages are not provided by the club. Please bring your
own supply to club events.

Guide for New Members
Bring more beer than you drink; bring more food than you eat.
Find the nametags and put one on. Sample (i.e., drink a small
quantity of) other people’s beers and make constructive
comments. Give other people samples of your beer. Chat freely
with the first stranger you meet; that person won’t be a stranger
for long. Don’t drive while intoxicated.

