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Em’s Elucidations
By Emily Michelsen, Fearless
Leader

May Meeting
BURP Chili Cook-Off
May 9
Fairfax, VA
BURP Bike Ride
May 16
Northern Virginia
June Meeting
Non-German Lager Competition
June 20
Davidsonville, MD
2nd Annual BURPOUT
June 26-28
Rocky Gap, MD

Thanks again to Bill Ridgely
and everyone that helped him
run the Spirit of Free Beer
competition. We all got to
enjoy the leftovers at the April
meeting at Dan Rozman’s.
The quality of the beers has
definitely improved. Trish
Koch arranged for great prizes. All in all, it was a great
competition and a very enjoyable meeting with
beautiful weather to go with it. Start thinking about
what you want to brew for next year.
May’s meeting is coming quickly. We will have our
annual Chili Cook Off on May 9th. Please join in the
competition to cook the best chili or serve the best
beer to go with chili. There will be more information in the newsletter about this.
May 16th we will also have a bike ride to several
breweries. Robert Stevens and Jeannie Osburn

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please submit all articles for publication in either plain text or Microsoft Word format to the e-mail address above. Deadline
for articles is 2 weeks before each scheduled BURP meeting unless otherwise indicated. Changes to membership records
should be sent to membership@burp.org.
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will be leading this event. There will be more about
this in the newsletter also.
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Last year, top honors went to “Team Fio” (led by
the Fiorino brothers, Dave & Paul). This team will
undoubtedly be back this year to defend their title.
This could be your big chance to move into the
winner’s circle!

Big Brew will be over by the time the newsletter is
printed. It is a great time to meet other brewers
and see lots of different set ups. If you missed it
this year, look forward to attending it next year.
There are always opportunities to learn more about
brewing. The Ministers of Enlightenment always
provide us with excellent topics at the meetings.
Most brewers are glad to have extra hands when
they are brewing, so ask someone if you want to
get some good tips on improving your own techniques. Sharing information and gaining new skills
is one of the great advantages of being a member
of our club. Make good use of your resources!

Prizes will be awarded to the top three chilis plus a
special prize for the hottest chili. Winning recipes
will appear in an upcoming issue of BURP News.
The meeting will start at 1:00 PM, with tasting and
judging from 2:00 – 4:00 PM. Chili cooks may arrive as early as 9:00 AM to set up their tables. Light
off time is 10:00 AM. Chili chefs are welcome to
use the driveway for unloading gear but must park
on the street afterward.

So pull out those chili recipes and get ready for a
great chili cook off. If you aren’t cooking chili, bring
a side dish or dessert that will complement the day.
I look forward to seeing everyone there.

Here are the rules. These will be strictly enforced
by our Chili Commissioners, Bob & Kathleen
Warriner.
* Chili must be prepared on site. All ingredients
must be combined and cooked at the meeting, although materials may be cut and prepared beforehand. No pre-cooking of any ingredients is permitted.

Emily

Get Ready for the 30th Annual
BURP Chili Cook-Off!!!

* The recipe must include at least one bottle of
beer - Homebrew is best.

By Bill Ridgely
Co-Minister of Propaganda

* Sabotage of other contestants' chili will not be
permitted.
* Voting will be conducted by all attending. Votes
will be for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place chili plus hottest
chili. Chili cooking teams will be allowed one (and
only one) team vote to assure voting fairness. Ballots will be distributed, controlled, and counted by
the Commissioners.

Fire up the cook stoves! Tweak those recipes! The
2015 quest for BURP's best chili is upon us.

* Chili recipes must be provided to BURP on request.

The 30th annual BURP Chili Cook-Off will be held
on Saturday, May 9 at the home of Dan Allers &
Christina Wren in Fairfax, VA. If you like chili, this
is the place for you. In the past we have had hot,
sweet, weird and even vegetarian chili. Hard Times
Café, the DC area’s premier chili parlor, will once
again be sponsoring the cook-off. This will be their
29th year supporting the event.

Participants should bring their own stove and table
to cook and serve chili. If you do not have this,
please make arrangements to share with someone.
A portable awning is also useful for protection from
the elements. Bribing of judges is frowned upon,
but the Commissioner appreciates attempts to influence him. Use of road kill and other "exotic"
meats is encouraged.
2

BURP News

May, 2015

As noted elsewhere in this newsletter, while chili is
being prepared, there will be an ongoing “Best Beer
with Chili” competition, also decided by popular
vote.
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to $2.06 per issue for the following great columns:
- Mr. Wizard: Troubleshooting common brewing
problems
- Style Calendar: Brewing two great types of beer
each issue
- The Replicator: Homebrew recipes for your favorite commercial beers
- Techniques: Refining your brews
- Projects: Building brewing gadgets
- Homebrew Nation: Where fellow home brewers
share tips, stories & recipes with one another
- Resource Guides: Everything you need to know
about hop varieties, yeast strains, brew water,
grains & adjuncts, carbonation, priming & more.

*SPECIAL NOTE* – Dan & Christina have planted
new grass seed this year and are asking everyone
to protect the lawn as much as possible. A container and trash cans will be provided for discard of
used cooking oil, fat, scraps, and all refuse. Please
do not toss these on the ground. Also, please do
not place a burner or grill directly on the grass. A
thick newspaper, blanket, or pad will work as an
effective heat barrier. Kegs and coolers also should
be kept off the grass if at all possible. Small benches or milk crates can serve to raise these off the
lawn. Please stay out of herb gardens, vegetable
gardens and other plantings.

Digital Edition: As previously mentioned, BYO subscribers will also receive access to the Digital Edition of Brew Your Own, which can be accessed with
a MAC or PC, as well as any iPhone, iPad and/or
Android device.

Brew Your Own (BYO)
Subscription Drive 2015

The Catch: While this offer is valid for both new
and renewing subscribers, BURP needs at least 10
people to sign up (or renew), in order to qualify for
the discounted rate...Given the number of people
who have already contacted me to let me know
that their subscriptions are expiring, that shouldn't
be a problem. The 2015 subscription drive runs
through Memorial Day weekend (May 25th),
so please ACT NOW if you are interested in participating! Those interested in taking advantage of
this offer can either: 1) write a check (the "preferred" method) - made payable to 'BURP', 2) provide a cash payment to Joe Federico at either the
April or May BURP meetings, or 3) make arrangements to meet up directly (and quaff a homebrew
or two) by sending an e-mail to me directly. For
those wishing to mail payment to me, my address
can be found on the BURP website. Regardless of
the payment option, please remember to include
your full address, the e-mail address you want to
use for the digital subscription, and whether the
subscription is a new one, or a renewal.

By Joe Federico

Fellow Burp Members,
It's that time of year again...
Brew Your Own (BYO) Magazine is once again offering BURP a club subscription rate for anyone
wishing to subscribe or renew his or her current
magazine subscription. Launched in 1995, BYO has
is the largest circulation for individuals interested in
making their own great beer. Each issue includes
recipes, how-to projects and expert advice to help
its readers brew world-class beer. Feel free to
check out their website at: www.byo.com.

One final note: If we don’t get the required minimum of 10 subscriptions necessary to take advantage of this offer (like that will EVER happen...),
everyone’s money will be promptly refunded.

Similar to last year’s offering, BYO is offering BURP
members a one-year print and digital subscription
(8 issues) at 50% off the BYO website advertised
price of $33.00, or $16.50 a year, which works out

Skål, - Joe Federico
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Spirit of Free Beer 2015 WrapUp
By Bill Ridgely, SOFB Organizer

The 23rd annual Spirit of Free
Beer is now in the history books!
It was a very successful competition with 497 total entries (beer,
cider, and mead) evaluated over
two days by 58 judges with the
assistance of 38 stewards. Full
results of the competition (and a
list of our many generous sponsors) can be viewed on the SOFB
website at http://sofb.brewcomp.com/. The competition was held at a new venue this year, the Old
Line Bistro in Beltsville, MD (which consists of a
large beer, wine, and liquor store, a restaurant with
excellent food and a good craft beer tap list, and a
large event space for activities like SOFB). Many
thanks go to co-owner Larry Pendleton and executive chef Ed Reynoso for working with the
SOFB team to provide an optimal environment for
this year’s competition. We also tightened up the
timeframe between competition and awards ceremony this year by hosting the awards a week after
the competition. The Old Line ownership kindly allowed us to store all of the leftover SOFB entries in
their walk-in cooler for the week, allowing us to
keep the beers in peak condition for the “drink the
leftovers” portion of the BURP meeting held at Dan
& Lisa Rozman’s in Rockville on April 26.

* Judge Coordinator Mike Reinitz – Mike also
served for the 2nd year in a row and did a great job
pulling together the judges for SOFB, not a simple
task. He made sure there was a good balance of
credentialed BJCP judges and apprentice/provisional judges (who all picked up some
great experience working at the competition).
* Steward Coordinator Mark Raker – Mark had
the enviable task this year of selecting from a much
larger than normal pool of volunteers. It’s highly
unusual to have more volunteers than you have
open stewarding slots. Mark, like Mike, did a fine
job of matching up more experienced stewards
with newer volunteers, including some first timers.
* Prize Coordinator Trish Koch – Trish, along with
her crack team of volunteer prize solicitors, put a
huge amount of work into obtaining prizes for this
year’s competition from a nationwide group of generous sponsors. We had over 50 sponsors this year,
and the total value of prizes easily exceeded
$4,000. And Trish’s work didn’t end there. She also
made sure all winners got their prizes, especially
the out-of towners who must have their prizes and
medals shipped to them.

We had an excellent team of individuals who contributed to the success of the Spirit of Free Beer.
I’d like to take the opportunity in particular to
thank these great folks for their contributions:
* Co-Registrars Bob & Nicholas Andres – Our
father and son registration team once again (for
the 2nd year in a row) put a huge amount of work
into this event. Registrar is by far the most important job in the competition and requires long
hours sitting in front of the keyboard making sure
every entry is properly accounted for and scores
are entered correctly (and in a timely manner) and
scoresheets are e-mailed to all participants after
the competition is completed. We could not have
accomplished this event without them.

* Entry Logistics and Cooler Coordinators Webster
Anderson & Matt Bockneck – These guys did
more physical labor than any other persons on the
SOFB team, and we could not have successfully run
the competition without them. They helped pick up
entries from the drop-off locations and then helped
sort and organize the nearly 1,500 bottles during
the check-in process and again when the cases
were loaded into the walk-in cooler at the competi4
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tion venue. During the competition, they were totally dedicated to making sure each entry was in
the best condition possible and available when
needed by the competition judges. I can’t thank
them enough for their efforts.
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riders of different skill levels. The ride will start at
the parking lot at the corner of Isaac Newton
Square and Sunset Hills Rd which about two blocks
north of the Weihle-Reston East Metro station. Directions to the parking lot can be can be obtain using this link.

Finally, thanks to all those who helped us gather all
of the entries and get them checked in and sorted
on the weekend before the competition, in particular Wendy Aaronson, Ed Bielaus, Howard &
Emily Michelsen, Greg & Pam Leifer, Alison
Skeel, Deb Parshall, (and, of course, Webster &
Matt). And special thanks to Tom & Colleen
Cannon for helping transport the many remaining
cases of beer to the BURP meeting on the 26th (and
to Tom especially for conducting a very educational
tasting of some of the competition beers).

Jeanie will meet folks at the north entrance of the
Weise-Reston East station (turn left when exiting
the station) at 11:40am and lead people over to
the start of the ride.
The schedule for the ride is:
11:45- 12:45 ride to Lost Rhino
12:45 to 1:45 Lunch and sampling beers
1:45 to 2:00 ride to Old Ox
2:00 to 2:45 Sample beers and play cornhole in the
back
2:45 to 3:05 ride to Beltway
3:05 to 3:50 Sample Beltway beers
3:50 to 4:15 Ride to World of Beer
4:15 to 5:00 World of Beer
5:00 to 5:15 ride back to the parking lot

I can’t finish this without giving a shout out and
thanks to all who entered beers in this competition.
We had entrants from all over the country, but the
support of BURP members is what makes this club
such a great organization. Thanks for helping make
*your* club competition one of the biggest and
best homebrew events in the country!

The route can be found here. If you are planning to
ride with us, please email RCS@BURP.org and let
us know if you are driving or riding the metro to
the ride and your cell phone number. Looking forward to riding with you!

BURP’s W&OD Breweries Bike
Ride
By Robert Stevens
Co-Minister of Propaganda & Bike Ride Organizer

Announcing the 2nd Annual
BURPOUT: June 26-28, 2015

Looking for a pleasant Saturday afternoon bike
ride? On May 16th, Jeanie Osburn, myself, and
Anne Stevens will be riding bicycles to the breweries located along the Washington & Old Dominion
(W&OD) trail. Come join us! The route is a fairly
flat, 20-mile ride mostly on the W&OD trail. It will

By Bill Ridgely
Co-Minister of Propaganda & BURPOUT Organizer

take about 2 hours to ride and is appropriate for
5
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based on objective feedback from score sheets or by
experimenting with styles they’ve never brewed. Competitions promote education and the availability of great
tasting homebrewed beer at meetings.

The 2nd annual BURPOUT club camping trip will
take place over the weekend of June 26-28 on the
Popenoe family mountaintop near Rocky Gap, MD.
Those who attended last year’s event will recall
what a great time it was – a smaller, more informal
version of the MASHOUT campout held in August.
This event will be open to BURP members and their
families only, and there will be a limit of 70 people.
Pre-registration will be required! We hope to
have the registration page on the BURP website up
and running by mid-May, and we will announce the
opening of the registration site when it is ready to
go.

April: There was no competition because it was
the Spirit of FREE BEER meeting.
May Competition: May is our annual Chili competition, and with it comes our Best Beer With Chili
competition. This is a "crowd favorite" vote, where
all members will be given ballots to choose which
beer they think is best with the chili. This means
that to maximize your chances of winning, you
should bring enough to make sure everybody gets
a chance to try it. You can bring kegs, growlers, or
bottles. You can pre-register and get a label ahead
of time by filling out this link. Please note that
when entering the style, this should be a description, since this is a non-BJCP judging competition.

Since there is no BURP meeting scheduled for July
this year, BURPOUT will effectively take the place
of that meeting. For this reason, any club member
who would like to attend BURPOUT on Saturday
only will be welcome to do so. We will likely have a
“day tripper” category on the registration site for
those who wish to just come up for the day.

Looking Ahead: June will be the non-German Lagers competition originally scheduled for April. NonGerman lagers include BJCP categories 1a, 1b, 1c,
4a, 2b, 2c, 3a, 7b, 12c, 23 (when based on a nonGerman lager).

As with last year’s event, the cost to attend will be
minimal – just enough to break even. The main
expenses involved will be rental of port o’ pots and
a trash dumpster, preparation of the field for the
event, and purchase of some food for both the grill
on Saturday evening and a traditional pancake
breakfast on Sunday morning. Other food will be
communal, with everyone contributing side dishes
to the Saturday dinner. The fee for last year’s
event was $20 per person, and this will most likely
carry forward to this year as well.

From the Ministry of
Enlightenment
By Wendy Aaronson & Mike Reinitz
Co-Ministers of Enlightenment

At the April meeting, Tom Cannon, a Grand Master BJCP judge, walked us
through the experience of
judging competition beers.
He divided the group into
teams of three and told us
to select one of the competition beers, taste and give it
an overall score. After a
team discussed why they
came to that conclusion, he
tasted the beer with the
team to compare notes.
Surprisingly, there were no
real discrepancies with Tom. The teams could identify beers that had technical flaws such as offflavors from fermentation or astringency from
grains and stylistic flaws such as higher than the

We hope all of you who enjoy camping and the
camaraderie of an event of this type will consider
attending. This will be one of the more fun events
of the summer. More info will be coming your way
soon!

From the Ministry of
Culture
By Dan Bremer & Bob Rouse
Co-Ministers of Culture

The purpose of BURP
monthly competitions is to
encourage brewers to advance their brewing skills
by improving recipe formulation and/or technique
6
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expected alcohol content. There was also general
agreement with Tom about overall impression and
what the brewer should do to improve the recipe
formulation. It was a lot of fun and a great way to
learn how to evaluate beers. Many thanks to Tom!
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The charity for May will be a repeat of April - the
Air Warrior Courage Foundation, with 50% of the
raffle donations going to them! From their website:
Since 1970, during the Viet Nam War, the Red River Valley Fighter Pilots Association (RRVA) has provided scholarship assistance to the surviving dependents of U.S. military personnel killed-in-action,
missing-in-action, prisoner-of-war or killed while
performing aircrew duties in a non-combat aircraft
accident; and, more recently, families of association members. Nevertheless, it became clear that
other philanthropic, civic and patriotic programs
were necessary in order to achieve the RRVA's
guiding principles of Pride of Patriotism and Defense of the Constitution.

The chili competition will be the highlight of the
May meeting, so we will not have a dedicated enlightenment session. However, we will still have
another Brewer’s Corner because it has been so
well attended and we have received excellent feedback about its value to brewers. If you have a beer
that you’re looking for feedback on outside of the
monthly competition, bring a bottle or two to share
at the Brewer’s Corner…it can be any style!
Gadget Expo at the June Meeting! What is
your favorite gadget? What gadget speeds up your
brew day? What piece of equipment have you built
that you would like to show off and make your
brewing friends envious and in awe of your ingenuity? We are looking for folks to bring these items to
the June meeting. Wendy’s favorite gadget is her
refractometer. She’ll show how to use it and why it
is so important at the June meeting. What about
bottle fillers, counter-pressure bottle fillers, pumps,
keg and carboy washers, wort chillers, wort aeration gadgets? Anyone have gadgets for infusing
hops or just making it easier to remove hops from
the kettle? We’ll send out a message in early June
to remind you of the event and get commitments.
As always, if you have suggestions for future education activities, please email us at Enlightenment@BURP.org.

Therefore, in 1998, the Air Warrior Courage Foundation (AWCF) was formed by the membership of
the RRVA. This action was taken in recognition of
problems being increasingly faced by active, retired
and/former members of the U.S. military, their
families and our nation at large.
More information can be found at
http://www.airwarriorcourage.com/http://www.pint
sforprostates.org/
Merchandise News - We still have the following
available:
BURP Euro Style Stickers - $1 (buy one for all of
your cars and kegs)
BURP Titanium Bottle Openers (last a lifetime, only
a few left) - $10.00
See me at the next meeting to purchase merchandise. Due to the sensitive nature of the Treasury
reports and the newsletter being in the public domain, Treasury Reports are now posted at the
member’s only BURP financial page on the club’s
web site. BURP members are reminded that all expense submissions must include details. Required
details are date, exact amount, detailed item description, any special circumstances, and name of
person to be reimbursed. Event coordinators should
maintain a spreadsheet for their project. Correspondence can be sent to me at prosperity@burp.org.

BURP Prosperity Report
By Thomas Sords, Minister of Prosperity

I have been working on
updating the Prosperity
portion of Burp.org. As of
this time, you now have
access to bank statements
going back through 2012.
Additional historical financial data will be added to
the website as time permits.
Charity of the Month –
May 2015
7
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Moe Memorial Award for his all-extract Belgian
Tripel. The full list of winning brewers (and, for
those so inclined, the rather scandalous names of
all of Mel’s winning beers) can be seen at
http://www.burp.org/events/sofb/results/win2005.
asp.

This Month in BURP History
Compiled By Bill Ridgely

10 Years Ago (May
2005) – By the year 2005,
a standard protocol had
fallen into place for BURP’s
May schedule. First up was
the annual club Chili CookOff, which was held (as it
still is today) early in the
month at the home of Dan
Allers & Christina Wren
in Fairfax, VA. Those attending the cook-off were also allowed (and encouraged) to bring their registered entries for the
club’s annual Spirit of Free Beer homebrew competition, which was scheduled for the following weekend at Old Dominion Brewing Co in Ashburn, VA.
The dates in 2005 were May 7 for the BURP meeting and May 14 for the competition. The chili cookoff was the 20th annual event, and for the occasion,
the rules for the first event held in Feb 1985 were
put back in place. This meant that separate prizes
would be awarded for overall best chili, best chili
with beans, best chili without beans, and best chili
verde. If deference to current rules, a prize would
also be awarded to the hottest chili (an award not
included in the original cook-off) and to the best
homebrewed beer to go with the chili. There were
17 entries in the chili competition and 9 entries in
the “best beer” competition, a very strong showing
by club members! At the end, longtime BURPers
Andy Anderson & Kathy Koch took both best
chili without beans and best overall chili with their
“Barkin’ Spider” recipe. Hottest chili went to Christine Johnbrier & Rick Garvin for their by now
famous “Satan’s Sphincter.” And the best beer with
chili prize also went to Rick & Christine (along with
Tim Artz) for their Franconian Kellerbier.

15 Years Ago (May 2000) – May 2000 kicked off
with a work trip to Popenoe Mountain near Cumberland to prepare the site for the upcoming
MASHOUT. Ostensibly, the purpose of the trip was
to lay fresh gravel on the driveway, which had
been badly damaged in a severe rainstorm during
the previous year’s event. However, this work was
accomplished fairly quickly, and the “work weekend” soon turned into a mini-MASHOUT, with great
food and beer provided by all who attended. Participants got in some bicycling and swimming at
Rocky Gap State Park, and at night, everyone enjoyed a roaring campfire while swapping stories
about MASHOUTS of the past (and future). A fine
time was had by the 25 BURPers who attended. A
full write-up on the event, along with some good
photos, can be found on the BURP archival website
at http://www.burp.org/events/Mashout/2000mini/.
The annual BURP Chili Cook-off was next on the
agenda, returning to the home of Rod Rydlun in
Potomac, MD after a 5-year hiatus. As with many
cook-offs of past years, the weather was warm and
humid, with temperatures approaching 90 degrees.
At least the promised thunderstorms never materialized. As always, there was a plethora of great
chilis in the competition. While the chilis were
a’cookin’, Chili Commissioner Alan Hew, resplendent in policeman’s hat, patrolled the premises to make sure there was no sabotage or subterfuge. Off to one side, the club’s monthly homebrew
competition went before the judges. The competition this time was for Bockbier, and there were
some excellent entries. Finally, the day’s winners
were announced. The first place chili prize went to
Trish & Larry Koch for “Chester’s Chili” (based on
a winning recipe from the 1972 World Chili Championship). Rick Garvin & Christine Lewis won
the hottest chili award for the first time with their
newly-named “Satan’s Sphincter” (made using habanero chili puree). Andy Anderson took 1st place
in the bock competition with his delicious Doppelbock. There are some great photos taken at the
event on the BURP archival website at

There were 222 entries in the 13th annual Spirit of
Free Beer competition. The largest number of entries (28 total) was in the Belgian Ale categories,
understandable considering the Spirit of Belgium
competition had been held just a few months previously (in Jan 2005). A total of 34 judges and 13
stewards participated in the competition. BURP’s
own Mel Thompson took Best of Show with his
Oatmeal Stout, and David Johnson won the Bill
8
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http://www.burp.org/meetings/200005.htm. The
recipe for Trish and Larry’s 1st prize chili is also
available on the website at
http://www.burp.org/events/ChiliFest/2000/default.
asp.
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Cascade hops. It was the perfect accompaniment
to a big, spicy bowl o’ red. While the cooks were
a’cookin, BURPer George Rivers conducted an
interesting comparative tasting of Belgian Kriek
beers, pitting the Liefmans product against the Lindemans, both having recently been imported by
Baltimore-based Phoenix Imports. Finally, the chilis
were judged and the winners announced. Your
humble compiler took 1st place with his “Jumpin’
Jackrabbit Chili”. Beautifully made chili bowls were
the grand prizes in this era, crafted by local potter
Nancy Ziegenfus and hand lettered by BURP’s
calligraphy expert Rod Rydlun. The first place chili
bowl is still proudly displayed in the Aaronridge
family room. Finally, club photographer Linda
Sweeting gathered the masses for a fine group
portrait. I still have the 8X10 glossy taken at the
meeting and will bring it to the upcoming BURP
gathering. How many members from that era can
you old timers identify?

20 Years Ago (May 1995) – The May 1995 club
meeting was held at the Vienna, VA home of John
Esparolini. There was no competition at the meeting since considerable effort was required to register the many beers brought for the upcoming 3rd
annual Spirit of Free Beer competition. Once again,
however, the quantity and quality of beer and food
was extraordinary. BURPer Rick Garvin enthralled
the crowd by showing off his new English beer engine. This was the first time many BURPers had
seen such a device close up, and it sparked a great
deal of interest. An announcement was also made
for the upcoming 1st BURP bicycle tour, a weekend
camping event to be held in mid-summer near Antietam, MD.

30 Years Ago (May 1985) – The May 1985 BURP
meeting was held at the Wheaton home of Conference VP Dan McCoubrey. Featured was a "Favorite Brew of the Month" contest in which members
simply brought bottles of their favorite homebrews.
These were poured into numbered containers
(along with a few commercial beer "ringers") and
then voted on by those attending. The winner was
declared the "Favorite Club Brew for May". Unfortunately, the contest champion (and winning beer
style) was not reported.

Spirit of Free Beer III was held on May 20 at the
Potomac River Brewing Co in Chantilly, VA. There
were 206 entries divided into 12 classes. BOS winners were: 3rd Place – Joy Hansen (Barleywine);
2nd Place – Tim Artz & Dot Steller (Fruit Beer);
1st Place – Delano DuGarm (Schwartzbier).
25 Years Ago (May 1990) – The smell of chili
filled the air at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center’s Forest Glen Recreation Area in Bethesda, MD
in May 1990. It was the 6th Annual BURP Chili
Cook-Off, and the variety of concoctions prepared
by club members was typically, uh, varied. They
ran the gamut from Ralph Bucca’s Rauch Angelica Herb Chili to Emil Markulis’ Indian Sausage &
Curry Chili. There were also some memorable chili
names, including “Dos XX Step Infusion Chili”, “I’m
Just Wild About Saffron” and the immortal “Up
Your Standards Chili”. To wash down these wonderful concoctions, there was plentiful beer, including not one but two donated kegs from Virginia
Brewing Co, “Gold Cup Pilsner” and their newest
offering, “Gold Cup Light” (Yes, this was, unfortunately, the beginning of the “light beer craze”, but
at least the VBC version had a fair amount of flavor
& body). Homebrewed beers were also in abundance, but special note must be given to the “Brew
of the Month” contributed by Roger Allers, a very
pleasant Amber Ale brewed using amber DME and

BURP Doxology
Praise BURP from whom beer blessings flow,
Praise BURP ye brewers here below,
Praise BURP above ye heavenly hosts,
Praise barley, hops and yeast the most
Aaaaaaaaaaa, Drink!
Al Lowry, 1994
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2015 BURP OFFICERS
Office

Officer

Contact Information

Fearless Leader

Emily Michelsen

FearlessLeader@BURP.org

Ministers of Enlightenment

Wendy Aaronson & Mike Reinitz

Enlightenment@BURP.org

Ministers of Culture

Dan Bremer & Bob Rouse

Culture@BURP.org

Minister of Prosperity

Thomas Sords

Prosperity@BURP.org

Minister of Membeersip

Dan Rozman

Membeersip@BURP.org

Ministers of Propaganda

Bill Ridgely & Robert Stevens

propaganda@BURP.org

Newsletter Editor & Social Media

Rich Sampson & Andrea Albersheim

Designated Driver Program
In its quest to promote the safe and responsible enjoyment of
homebrewed beer, BURP is pleased to offer its Designated Driver
Program. If you are a designated driver, you will receive complimentary door prize tickets. Note: Non-alcoholic beverages
are not provided by the club. Please bring your own supply to club events.

Newsletter@BURP.org

Guide for New Members
Bring more beer than you drink; bring more food than you eat.
Find the nametags and put one on. Sample (i.e., drink a small
quantity of) other people’s beers and make constructive comments. Give other people samples of your beer. Chat freely with
the first stranger you meet; that person won’t be a stranger for
long. Don’t drive while intoxicated.
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