BURP News

December 2015

Page 1

BURP NEWS
The Official Newsletter of

BREWERS UNITED FOR REAL POTABLES

Rich Sampson, Editor
newsletter@burp.org

December, 2015

www.burp.org

Em’s Elucidations
By Emily Michelsen, Fearless Leader
Happy Holidays!!!

December Meeting &
Annual Holiday Banquet
December 10
Vienna, VA

January Meeting &
Imperial Anything Competition
January 9, 2016
Wheaton, MD

Mutli-Club JamBEERee
February 2016
Arlington, VA

March Meeting & Dan McCoubrey
Memorial Stout Competition
March 2016
Fairfax, VA

It is hard to believe that a year
has gone by. BURP has been
very busy.
We started with a meeting with
BadAss Brewers in January,
then we had the Jambeeree
with the DC homebrewers and
Worthogs in February. In
March, we had a bus trip to
Richmond, and in April we had Spirit of Free Beer
at Old Line in College Park. It was a new location
for the competition and worked very well. In May,
we were busy: the Chili Cookoff, a Bike Wobble,
and a small group went to Germany to taste the
various beers and wines.
In June, we had heavy rains which washed out
BURPOUT, so it was moved to July. The first Brewers Table was held in July. There were 2 groups,
and the meals were fantastic. In July, BURPOUT
was held on Popenoe Mountain, and it was beautiful. This was followed by MASHOUT in August on
another great weekend. September, we celebrated
Oktoberfest at a new pavilion at Seneca State Park.
By October, plans were under way to develop a
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new website. The second Brewers Table was held
with more good food and beer. We learned about
natural carbonation for real ales at the October
meeting, getting ready for our own Real Ale event.
November brought us a session on repairing beer
engines and the Real Ale Festival. And our holiday
banquet is next week.
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to be helpful and an interesting place to visit and
get lots of information. This is your club. Please
help us make it the best club and meaningful to
you. I am open to any ideas that would make the
club grow and attract new members. Please talk to
me.

I hope everyone has had as much fun as I have
this year. We made lots of different beers, and I
even made a cider for the first time.

I would still like to make a BURP cookbook. Please
give me a copy of the recipe you make for the
Holiday Banquet and any other recipes you have
used throughout the year. Maybe we can have the
cookbooks available at the AHA conference.

I started the year wanting to get more people involved and to try to engage more young brewers.
We have had some younger members join. We
have had new volunteers for the various activities
this year. I would like to see more involvement
next year. The elections will be held at the holiday
banquet next week. We do have some new faces
joining us. Because there is no competition for offices, the election with be by a yea vote that night.
Our new officers are:

Please come speak to me if you think you might be
interested in being an officer in the future. There
are small things you can do to wet your feet before
you make the big commitment. I will be stepping
down after this year and would like to find
someone to work with me this year and be ready to
step in next year. BURP has a lot of potential. If we
all contribute, this will continue to be a great club.
See you next week,
Emily

Fearless Leader - Emily Michelsen
Culture - Greg Leifer & Dave White
Enlightenment - Wendy Aaronson & Mike
Reinitz
Mem-beer-sip - Dan Rozman
Prosperity - Thomas Sords
Propaganda - Andrea Albersheim, Bill Ridgely,
Robert Stevens

Join Your Fellow BURPers for
the Annual Holiday Potluck
Banquet – Thursday,
December 10

I will also be recognizing the members that have
hosted meetings this year or led our special events.
Besides the business part of the meeting, there will
be lots of good winter brews and food (especially if
you bring some). This is the time to show off your
culinary skills and make a delicious dish using beer.

Join Your Fellow BURPers for the annual Potluck
Holiday Banquet Thursday, December 10. This fabulous feast will be held at the Lakevale Estates
Community Center Clubhouse in Vienna, VA. Doors
will open at 4:00 PM for those who wish to help set
up and decorate. If you can come early, and you
have some fabulous decorations you can share,
please bring them. Festivities will begin at 6:00 PM,
and we ask that everyone be out of the facility by
10:00 PM. As always, volunteers are needed to
help with decorating, setup, and cleanup following
the banquet.

There will be many things to look forward to next
year. A group is planning a bus trip to Philadelphia,
the Brewer’s Table will continue, The National
Homebrewers Convention will take place in June in
Baltimore, Spirit of Free Beer, BURPOUT,
MASHOUT, and all of our regular meetings and
competitions. All of these events can always use
help. If anything sounds like something you want
to get more involved with, please contact me and I
will help you get to the right group. We are also
continuing to build the new website and would love
to have members interested in shaping the website

As with previous banquets, everyone should plan to
bring a dish of their choice. In past years, there
have been a wide variety of appetizers, soups, salads, main courses, and desserts. We hope this tra2
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dition carries on. We also have a growing number
of members who are vegetarians. Some vegetarian
main courses are encouraged. It has been a
longstanding tradition to use beer in dishes if at all
possible, so be creative. Try to provide enough
food for at least 6-8 people. All dishes should be
prepared ahead of time as much as possible.
However, there are full kitchen facilities available
for our use at the clubhouse, so if you need to finish something onsite, you will have that capability.
If you do use the kitchen facilities, we ask that you
clean up after your dish is ready. Electrical outlets
and power strips will also be available for crockpots
and hot plates.

Page 3

BURP Website Update or Dude,
Where’s My Newsletter Going?
By Robert Stevens & Rich Sampson
Co-Minister of Propaganda & Newsletter Editor

The server where the current BURP web site
(www.burp.org) is located has crashed numerous
times over the last four-to-five weeks, and our web
host has not been very responsive in fixing it. We
apologize for any inconveniences this may have
caused, but we were hesitant to put a great deal of
time and money into moving the web site to a new
host since we are in the process of building a new
web site, and we will be abandoning the current
web site in several months. The current web host
has indicated that the problem has been solved,
and we’ll ensure the current website is active until
the new version is ready.

In addition to great food, the holiday banquet is
always a showplace for homebrewed holiday beers.
This year will again feature a holiday Winter
Warmer beer competition. All in attendance will
have a chance to vote on their favorite beer, and
ribbons will be awarded to the winners. While kegs
are preferred (so everyone will have plenty of holiday cheer to imbibe), bottled beers and growlers
are also welcome in the competition. We would appreciate someone volunteering to bring a couple of
bags of ice to keep the bottled beer cold.

The construction of the new site is moving forward
with the help of many BURPers. We are working
hard to make the site more responsive to your
needs, including being able to update your own
personal information and responding to posts on
the web site.

Those entering the competition should pre-register
their entries with the BURP Minister of Culture at
culture@burp.org.

The debut of the updated and enhanced burp.org
will coincide with the phasing-out of the newsletter.
The newsletter has served a crucial role in distributing BURP information for decades. However,
nearly all BURP members and those interested in
our club use web-based and social media platforms
to receive communications these days. Our new
website will include all the information you’re used
to seeing in the newsletter, including columns from
our officers, details on club events, submissions
from members and the best ideas and insights on
homebrewing you expect from BURP. You’ll be able
to comment and share these posts with your fellow
BURPers The website will be designed to better interact with our club’s social media accounts as well
as a vastly improved membership database. We’re
excited to share this great new resource with you
very soon, but we’ll hold off on an exact date for
now.

The holiday banquet is always one of BURP’s premier events and an opportunity for you to show off
both your cooking and brewing skills. Don’t miss
the fun. Join your fellow BURPers for a feast to remember!

In the meantime, here’s an early sneak-peak at
where we’re heading, keeping in mind there’s still a
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good deal of work yet to be done to achieve a
functioning website.
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and 3rd place went to Matt Pyle for a Brown Porter (named Improv Porter). The also coveted Cellarman's Choice award went to Ralph Barthold
for an Ordinary Bitter (named Glad All Over). Congratulations to the winners!
December Winter Warmer Competition: The
December banquet will include the Winter Warmer
competition (2008 BJCP Cat 21B). To enter, please
send an email to culture@burp.org with your name
and entry name.
Looking Ahead: To fend off the cold of January,
we will have the "Imperial Anything" competition,
which can step outside the BJCP guidelines. Your
entry can be an imperial version of any kind of
beer. So it can be an Imperial Stout, Imperial IPA,
Imperial American Lager - whatever floats your
boat. If we don't get enough entries, we might
open it to other normally strong beers (like Barleywines, Tripels, etc.), but hopefully that won't be
necessary.
For February (the joint club meeting), the style will
be "Light and Amber Hybrid" (2008 BJCP guidelines
categories 6 & 7). This will be the last club-only

From the Ministry of
Culture

competition using the 2008 guidelines. Starting in March, the new 2015 guidelines will be
used.

By Dan Bremer & Bob Rouse
Co-Ministers of Culture

The purpose of BURP
monthly competitions is to
encourage brewers to advance their brewing skills
by improving recipe formulation and/or technique
based on objective feedback from score sheets or
by experimenting with
styles they’ve never
brewed. Competitions
promote education and the availability of great tasting
homebrewed beer at meetings.

From the Ministry of
Enlightenment
By Wendy Aaronson & Mike Reinitz
Co-Ministers of Enlightenment

Many thanks to Andy Anderson and Tom Cannon
for their updated talk about
the Real Ale scene in England. Even though there are
many new breweries, the
majority appear to be brewing ales with American hops,
fruits, or spices. Traditional
ales are not dead yet. You
can still find them in pubs,
festivals and the BURP Real
Ale Festival.

November REAL ALE Wrap Up: The Real Ale
competition was a major success once again. We
had 11 pins and 31 kegs of real ale - that's a LOT
of beer. It also makes for a challenging competition, and those who won really did a great job.
First place went to Mark Raker for his ESB
(named Replenish Ale). 2nd place went to Andy
Anderson & Kathy Koch for an Ordinary Bitter,
4
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We will not have an enlightenment session at the
December meeting so that there is sufficient time
for chatting, eating, selecting your favorite winter
warmer, and honoring folks who have contributed
to club programs this year.
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See me at the next meeting to purchase merchandise. Due to the sensitive nature of the Treasury
reports and the newsletter being in the public domain, Treasury Reports are now posted at the
member’s only BURP financial page on the club’s
web site. BURP members are reminded that all expense submissions must include details. Required
details are date, exact amount, detailed item description, any special circumstances, and name of
person to be reimbursed. Event coordinators should
maintain a spreadsheet for their project. Correspondence can be sent to me at prosperity@burp.org.

January and February Meeting
Have you looked at the new 2015 BJCP style guidelines? Many new styles have been added, and some
existing styles have been divided into multiple categories or renamed. Since 2016 competitions, including BURP’s Spirit of Free Beer, will be using
these style categories and subcategories, we decided to dedicate the enlightenment sessions at the
January and February Meeting to providing an
overview of the guidelines and conducting a tasting
of some of the less common styles.

BURP MemBeerSip Update
By Dan Rozman, Minister of MemBeerSip

BURP is now international.
We have a few members
who are currently overseas. We also have members in 9 states. There is
an almost equal split between MD and VA with
about 90 households each.
We also have 13 households in Washington DC.
Our current paid membership is 347 people. This
includes both single and family members. Since
November 1st, we have had 3 families and 3 single
members join. Please be sure to say hi to anyone
you don't know when you see them at meetings.
As in the past, newer members will have a beer
sticker on their name tag.

We will also have another Brewer’s Corner because it has been so well-attended and we have
received excellent feedback about its value to
brewers. If you have a beer that you’re looking for
feedback on outside of the monthly competition,
bring a bottle or two to share at the Brewer’s Corner…it can be any style!
As always, if you have suggestions for future education activities, please email us at Enlightenment@BURP.org.

BURP Prosperity Report
By Thomas Sords, Minister of Prosperity

Charity of the Month
– December 2015

As we move to the new website, we will be better
able to track our membership. There are some
members whose addresses and phone numbers we
don't currently have in our database. Please fill in
all of the pertinent information when you update
your member data on the new website. We will let
you know when we switch over.

Due to the nature of the
December meeting,
there is no charity this
month.
Merchandise News We still have the following available:
BURP Euro Style Stickers
- $1 (buy one for all of

The new website will make the membership process much smoother. In an ideal world, the next
renewals will be done through this new site. We
will be sending out reminders to people whose
memberships expire January 31, 2016 near the end
of December. There will be several multiyear dis-

your cars and kegs)
BURP Titanium Bottle Openers (last a lifetime, only
a couple left) - $10.00
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made with Scotch Wee Heavy, lamb carbonade
made with Christmas ale, Italian sausage cooked in
barleywine – the list went on and on. And of
course, there was an abundance of exceptional holiday beers, both homebrewed and commercial.
There were 15 entries in the holiday beers competition. The winners (selected by all attending) were:
1st, Mel Thompson (Old Ale); 2nd, Rick Garvin &
Christine Johnbrier (Doppelbock); and 3rd, newly-elected 2006 Fearless Leader Steve Marler
(Smoked Schwarzbier). Steve mentioned that 2006
would mark the club’s 25th anniversary. It would be
a banner year with lots of events celebrating the
milestone, starting with a January beer dinner at
Old Dominion Brewpub in honor of distinguished
brewer (and Friend of BURP) Jerry Bailey.

counts.
Additionally we are always looking for ways to better serve the members. If you have any ideas or
would like to help out with specific projects, please
let me know. Getting involved is a fun way to help
the club and meet new people. Most of the activities require minimal time and effort.
BURP is always looking to bring additional value to
the members. Currently, several vendors give BURP
members a discount. If you or any of your friends
own or frequent businesses you think would be interested, please let us know. The dues are a great
deal, and the savings could potentially make your
BURP membership free.
I have enjoyed serving as your Minister of Membeersip for the past 2 years, I am looking forward
to continuing for another year (if I am reelected).
BURP is an excellent club with great members.
Let's continue to increase the level of activity in the
club and work to recruit new active members.

The highlight of the Dec 2005 issue of BURP News
was Paul & Jamie Langlie’s recipe for Stilton
Cheddar Cheese Soup, the wonderful concoction
they bring to BURP’s Real Ale Festival each year
(including the one held just a few weeks ago). The
recipe calls for nearly 4 cups of cheese along with
copious amounts of heavy cream, butter, and beer
(in this recipe, Dortmunder Lager).

This Month in BURP History

15 Years Ago (Dec 2000) – BURP’s first year of
the new millennium ended as it had for many years
past - with the annual potluck holiday banquet,
held at the Oxon Hill Jaycee Center in Ft Washington, MD. As always, a veritable cornucopia of great
dishes, mostly prepared with beer as an ingredient
(including the desserts) was spread out on the
banquet table. And an equally incredible array of
homebrews was available for the thirsty masses.
Following supper, there was a slide show of the
recently completed first Euro Tour de BURP bicycle
trip, which brought back fond memories for those
of us who participated. While anticipation for the
upcoming 3rd Spirit of Belgium Conference was
high, BURPers were still duty bound to nominate
club officers for 2001. The vote for the new administration would be delayed for a month due to the
conference, which would be held in lieu of a regular
January BURP meeting. But the club was on a roll
as it moved into its gala 20th anniversary year.

Compiled By Bill Ridgely

10 Years Ago (Dec
2005) – Thanks to not one
but two meeting reports in
the BURP News, the Dec
2005 BURP holiday banquet
was one of the best documented meetings ever.
New member Drew Martin crafted his report as a
diary entry, extolling the
virtues of his ChocolateRaspberry Stout entered in the homebrew competition (alas, he didn’t win). BURP’s illustrious Philip
DeBeers (nom de plume of Frugal Brewer John
Gardiner) filled in the remainder of the details
with his extensive (and pun-laden) report. The
banquet was held at the Lyon Park Community
Center in Arlington (a regular venue for many years
and hopefully again in the future once renovations
are completed). As always, the food was exceptional, with most dishes prepared using beer (preferably homebrew) as an ingredient. There was
smoked pork loin in Hop Pocket Ale, beer cheese

20 Years Ago (Dec 1995) – The December BURP
meeting featured the annual holiday banquet held
at the Oxon Hill Jaycee. Unfortunately, the weather
gods didn't cooperate this time, and the worst ice
6
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storm in memory blew in just as the rush hour began. Needless to say, the expected large crowd
never materialized, but the 30 or so BURPpers who
actually braved the storm and made it to the event
were rewarded with complimentary raffle tickets
and copious amounts of great beer and food. Martin Morse Wooster received the loudest applause
when he arrived on foot. His tenacity resulted in his
winning many great raffle prizes. Polly Goldman,
finishing up her reign as BURP Fearless leader, took
the opportunity to award those who served the
club well during the year. Unfortunately, many of
the fine beers Polly planned to present ended up
going home with her, but they eventually made it
to the appropriate individuals at the next meeting.
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30 Years Ago (Dec
1985) – December
1985 was a sad month
for the BURP Club. On
Tuesday the 11th,
while walking on a
beach on the West Indies island of Antigua,
BURP founding father
Dan McCoubrey suffered a heart attack
and died instantly. Dan
was a very special
Dan McCoubrey
man, but it wasn't until
1938-1985
his untimely death at
the age of 47 that many BURP members became
fully aware of his extensive interests outside of the
homebrewing hobby. Dan had worked as a copy
editor in the Washington Post sports department
since 1968, and he was well respected throughout
the local and regional sports scene. In addition to
editing, he also contributed articles on sports. His
favorites were golf (he covered the 1980 British
Open for the Post), ice hockey, and lacrosse. He
also played golf and organized the annual Dan
McCoubrey Invitational Golf Tournament at the
Washingtonian Country Club. Dan's collection of
books was legendary, and he regularly reviewed
sports books for the Post and other publications.
Post outdoor columnist Angus Phillips wrote a
touching appreciation of Dan for the Dec 14th issue
of the paper. In his column, Angus related many
great anecdotes about Dan and his "prodigious appetites and unfailing good spirit". One of these stories was about Dan regularly visiting his favorite
pub, Gallagher's, sitting at the same spot at the
end of the bar with a stack of books, and, after
getting the bartender's eye, asking the same question every night - "Got any beer left?". After Dan's
passing, BURP had a special plaque with this question inscribed on it placed on Gallagher's wall next
to Dan's old stool. The plaque remained there for
many years until the pub was torn down. BURPer
Mike Horkan rescued the plaque just before the
wrecking ball came down, and it now resides
proudly on the wall of the pub room at the Aaronridge residence in Rockville. The only beer Dan ever brewed was stout, so every March, Dan’s
memory is honored through the club’s annual "Dan
McCoubrey Memorial Stout Competition". Dan may
be gone, but for those of us who knew him, he'll

25 Years Ago (Dec 1990) – As it had for many
years previously, the BURP Club held an annual
holiday banquet in Dec 1990 at the Oxon Hill Jaycee Center in Ft Washington, MD. This year’s event
was particularly joyous, however, as the club celebrated the return of Newsletter Editor Erik Henchal from his overseas assignment in support of
Operation Desert Shield and longtime BURPer Bob
Wright from his 5 month ordeal as a “guest” of
the Iraqi dictator. It was great having both of these
guys back in the fold, and the beer and food both
seemed to taste better under the circumstances.
There was so much homebrew brought to the
meeting that a large number of bottles were collected at the end and used for a blind “Name the
Beer Style” competition held at the January meeting. Following the excellent potluck dinner and
nomination of club officers for 1991, keynote
speaker Bob Tupper gave a well-received slide
show on unusual commercial brews and brewing
methods. At last, awards were presented to outstanding BURPers by the outgoing President (your
humble compiler). The festivities ended with the
raffle, in which everyone present received a free
gift courtesy of the club’s many friends and commercial sponsors. On a personal note, I was humbled to receive the club’s first “Brewer of the Year”
award for accumulating the most points in monthly
club competitions over the course of the year. I
had initiated the program as President but didn’t
expect or intend to be the winning brewer. The
BOTY program was not carried forward into the
following year but was reconstituted in 1999,
where it remained a fixture of the club for the next
10 years.
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always remain in our hearts. The BURP newsletter
published after his death said it best. "We will miss
Dan – his leadership, his spirit, his rotundity, and
above all, his friendship".
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date). I hope some of you have found these entertaining over the years. I really have enjoyed reliving all of these great BURP moments. Feel free to
look me up at any BURP meeting if you want to
talk about the illustrious history of this great club.

This will be my final historical column for the BURP
News, which sadly is being phased out beginning in
the New Year (which will mark the club’s 35th anniversary year). I hope to continue writing about club
history, though, as part of a BURP history blog on
the new club website. One project I hope to accomplish is uploading a complete timeline for the
club’s first 25 years based on the columns I have
been writing since April 2002 (over 150 columns to

2015 BURP OFFICERS
Office

Officer

Contact Information

Fearless Leader

Emily Michelsen

FearlessLeader@BURP.org

Ministers of Enlightenment

Wendy Aaronson & Mike Reinitz

Enlightenment@BURP.org

Ministers of Culture

Dan Bremer & Bob Rouse

Culture@BURP.org

Minister of Prosperity

Thomas Sords

Prosperity@BURP.org

Minister of Membeersip

Dan Rozman

Membeersip@BURP.org

Ministers of Propaganda

Bill Ridgely & Robert Stevens

propaganda@BURP.org

Newsletter Editor & Social Media

Rich Sampson & Andrea Albersheim

Designated Driver Program
In its quest to promote the safe and responsible enjoyment of
homebrewed beer, BURP is pleased to offer its Designated Driver
Program. If you are a designated driver, you will receive complimentary door prize tickets. Note: Non-alcoholic beverages
are not provided by the club. Please bring your own supply to club events.

BURP News Editor
211 E Oxford Ave. Alexandria, VA 22301
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Guide for New Members
Bring more beer than you drink; bring more food than you eat.
Find the nametags and put one on. Sample (i.e., drink a small
quantity of) other people’s beers and make constructive comments. Give other people samples of your beer. Chat freely with
the first stranger you meet; that person won’t be a stranger for
long. Don’t drive while intoxicated.

